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Executive summary

Transparency International (Tl) Index is basically designed to know to what extent the local bodies
adhere to policies and guidelines of transparency and to provide information about their work. This
is in addition to providing researchers and specialists in different fields with tools that enable them to
measure local bodies compliance with policies and guidelines and disclosure of information on their
work within the scope of the law.

The five axes of the index that were implemented are: information about the local body and employ-
ees and institutions of the body, the public administration of the local body, the financial administra-
tion of the local body, procedure of appointment and procurement and civil/urban planning of 11 local
bodies in Gaza Strip in area »C« according to Municipal Development & Lending Fund (MDLF).

The researcher using the descriptive analytical approach has described transparency in the local
bodies by examining the local bodies websites and social media sites and organizing a working

group.

The study found that there is a difference in transparency level among the local bodies in area »C«
due to absence of a uniform framework or a reference document for local bodies transparency,
which includes a clear definition of transparency and classifies the information that local bodies
should publish under the document or under the law voluntarily and publicly, while it establishes oth-
er criteria for the information submitted through requests or personal attendance or that information
which should be disclosed only by a judicial decision.

The overall average information disclosure for local bodies that have been examined is 2.39 out 4
because a large number of local bodies have not built websites and others have not activated their
social media platforms. The study concluded that the financial administration of local bodies axis
was ranked first among the other axes for the average information disclosure with an average of
2.50 due to the services offered by some institutions such as MDLF in developing citizen budgets
for the benefit of the local bodies in the form of infographic, which is easy to deploy via social media
sites. On the other hand, the information about the local body axis came in last place with an aver-
age of 2.34 due to the belief of the local bodies that information such as the biography of the mayor
is not a priority to the citizen, and the local bodies do not adopt the policy of disclosure of financial
liabilities.

Understanding and consideration the right of access to information as a fundamental right for citi-
zens is still limited inside the local bodies. Thus, one of the most major impediments of local bodies
transparency is that this law has not been issued yet.

The study recommended developing a uniform framework for local bodies websites to insure that
all local bodies have websites. The uniform framework should include pre-prepared templates that
the local bodies have to adhere to, including sections devoted to budgets, financial reports, procure-
ment, laws and policies and municipal council resolutions.

It also recommended to ask the local bodies to develop performance of their public relations units to
include, as part of their competency, facilitation citizens’ access to information through pre-prepared
forms of information requests and enabling the staff in these units to access to relevant information.
Moreover, upgrading a portal to local bodies in Gaza Strip, hard-working to publish the budgets,
financial and management reports, systems, instructions and resolutions, job advertisements and
procurement on this portal, editing and managing the portal by a team consisted of public relations
and media officers from local bodies, not by funders. the study recommended civil society organiza-
tions to work hard to press for adoption of the law of access to information.
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