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1. Introduction 

 

Al Mezan Center for Human Rights (Al Mezan) presents this final narrative report for the year 2020. The 

report covers Al Mezan’s work from 1  January to 31 December 2020. A brief note on the context in which 

Al Mezan operated is presented at the start of the report, followed by a section on overall achievements and 

challenges, and is concluded with detailed description of implemented activities and outputs as per Al 

Mezan’s annual action plan.  

 

2. Context 

 

In January 2020, the US administration unveiled the Political Framework of its plan for “comprehensive” 

peace agreement between Israel and the Palestinians, dubbed the Peace for Prosperity. The plan, which 

maintains that UN resolutions will not resolve the conflict, set forth a conceptual map for a future 

Palestinian state that sees Israel annex a land area estimated at around 30% of the West Bank. The plan also 

reaffirmed the US administration position that Israel shall maintain full control over East Jerusalem. 

Subsequently, Israeli prime minister vowed to annex the Jordan valley and Israeli settlement in the West 

Bank, however, those arrangements had to be postponed until after Israel’s parliamentary elections. In May, 

a unity government, formed by alliance of Likud party with the Blue and White Bloc, was sworn in. The 

provisions of the unity government agreement stipulated that, starting from 1 July 2020, the Israeli Prime 

Minister may bring the annexation plan to discussion in the Cabinet and/or for vote before the Israeli 

parliament. In response, the Palestinian President announced that the Palestinian Authority considered itself 

absolved of all agreements and understandings made with Israel and the United States.  

The reporting period also saw the oPt struggle to fight against the spread of COVID-19 despite introduction 

of strict lockdown measurers at the first sign of confirmed cases in the West Bank.  On 5 March 2020, the 

Palestinian president declared a state of emergency in the oPt to bring about measures to fight the spread 

of COVID-19 in the territory. In light of the presidential decree, the Palestinian government rolled out strict 

measures to curb the spread of the virus, which included limiting movement of people between districts, 

banning public gatherings, and shutting educational institutions, places of worship and tourism sites. 

Despite the reluctance of the de facto authorities in Gaza to follow these measures at the outset,  similar 

restrictive measures were implemented throughout the Gaza Strip few days later. The de facto authorities 

in Gaza also adopted a policy of mandatory, supervised quarantine for all residents returning to Gaza. 

Starting from 15 March 2020, thousands of residents returning to Gaza via Erez and Rafah crossings had 

been admitted to mandatory quarantine for 14 days (later extended to 21 days) in a dozen quarantine centers 

set up across the Gaza Strip.  

The spread of COVID-19 in the West Bank and Israel brought additional challenges to Gaza’ most 

vulnerable residents, i.e. referral patients. In mid-March 2020, the Israel Coordination and Liaison 

Administration—in charge of vetting permit applications submitted via the Palestinian General Authority 

of Civil Affairs—limited exit permits to urgent medical referrals, oncology and cardiology.1 The mandatory 

quarantine may have played a role as well in deterring many patients from applying. In the following two 

months the number of referrals patients exiting Gaza via Erez averaged about 100-120 patients per month 

compared to over 1,600 patients exiting via Erez each month2 before the COVID-19 crisis. The challenges 

 
1 http://www.emro.who.int/images/stories/palestine/documents/March_2020_Monthly.pdf  
2 Based on the number of referral patients exiting via Erez crossing in January and February 2020. 

http://www.emro.who.int/images/stories/palestine/documents/March_2020_Monthly.pdf
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facing referrals patients were further compounded after 19 May 2020 when Israel, the occupying power, 

failed to promptly devise an accessible alternative mechanism to the civilian population as the existing 

mechanism came to a halt after suspension of coordination between Israel and the PA. Since late-May, 

referral patients in Gaza had to rely on Israeli human rights organizations or their referral hospitals to submit 

permit applications on their behalf, while many other applicants were unaware to whom to resort for 

assistant. One of those applicants were the parents of the infant, Omar Yaghi, an eight-month-old cardiac 

patient, who missed a surgery appointment on 24 May at Tel HaShomer Hospital in Israel as his parents 

were unable to submit the exit permit application. Another appointment was then booked, on 21 June, and 

the Israeli  human rights organization Physician for Human Rights submitted the exit permit application to 

the Israeli authorities.3 Sadly, Omar’s condition deteriorated and he passed away in Gaza on 18 June 2020.4  

It remain unclear how many Gaza referral patients missed their medical appointments from 19 May 2020 

until the establishment of a temporary coordination mechanism in September 2020, facilitated by the WHO. 

However, considering that Israeli human rights organizations and hospitals have limited capacity to deal 

with a large number of applicants, the number of patients missing their appointments outside Gaza could 

be in the hundreds.  

Indicators of the economic situation recorded prior to the coronavirus outbreak painted a bleak. The 

Palestinian Central Bureau of statistics estimated that the employment rate in Gaza stood at around 45 

percent (three folds of that reported in the West Bank)5, with unemployment rate among youth in Gaza 

standing at a staggering 69 percent;6 the World Food Program reports that, even prior to the COVID-19 

outbreak in the oPt, food insecurity affected at least 68.5 percent of the population in Gaza.  

Access Retracted Area (ARA) communities in Gaza, including farmers and fishers, experienced regular 

intimidation and attacks hindering their work and further undermining their means of subsistence amid an 

already dire economic situation in light of the coronavirus outbreak. In 2020, Al Mezan field data shows 

that Israeli forces opened fire and/or launched heavy artillery and airstrikes in the buffer zone in over 800 

incidents, which left 6 persons dead (including 2 children) and left 34 persons injured (including 13 

children). At least 10 incidents of aerial spraying of chemicals were documented in the buffer zone, 

damaging crops across 313 hectares of cultivated land. Israeli forces also carried out 55 incursions into the 

buffer zone to raze land, damaging 6 hectares of cultivated land in the process, and leaving behind placards 

written in both Arabic and Hebrew demanding that the Palestinian farmers uproot their crops in the area 

“within a certain time frame” otherwise the military “is going to remove them.”. In the sea, over 300 

incidents involving Israeli forces use of live fire to hinder the work or attack Palestinian fishers were 

recorded; 12 fishers were injured, and four fishing boats were seized. Further, airstrikes carried out in the 

Gaza Strip, damaged 24 residential buildings and ten public and commercial structures, including two 

elementary schools and one children hospital. 

Incidents of internal violence, i.e. use of arms by local authorities and other Palestinian non-state actors, 

left 30 persons dead in 2020, including six children and four women, and 115 injured, including 17 children 

and 19 women. Personal feuds between individuals or families and unintentional discharge of firearms 

 
3 https://www.phr.org.il/en/8-month-old-infant-dies-in-gaza-after-being-denied-exit-for-heart-surgery-in-sheba-
medical-center-in-israel/?pr=5594  
4 http://mezan.org/en/post/23761  
5 Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, Labour Force Survey Preliminary Results Q1 2020, 
http://www.pcbs.gov.ps/site/512/default.aspx?lang=en&ItemID=3748  
6 Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, On the Eve of International Youth Day, 12/8/2019, 
http://www.pcbs.gov.ps/post.aspx?lang=en&ItemID=3528#  
 

http://mezan.org/en/post/23700
http://mezan.org/en/post/23891
http://mezan.org/en/post/23798
https://www.phr.org.il/en/8-month-old-infant-dies-in-gaza-after-being-denied-exit-for-heart-surgery-in-sheba-medical-center-in-israel/?pr=5594
https://www.phr.org.il/en/8-month-old-infant-dies-in-gaza-after-being-denied-exit-for-heart-surgery-in-sheba-medical-center-in-israel/?pr=5594
http://mezan.org/en/post/23761
http://www.pcbs.gov.ps/site/512/default.aspx?lang=en&ItemID=3748
http://www.pcbs.gov.ps/post.aspx?lang=en&ItemID=3528
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continue to claim the majority of the recorded casualties, leaving 19 people dead and 87 others injured. 

Breaches against freedoms of expression, association and peaceful assembly were also documented. De 

facto authorities’ security forces summoned and/or arrested 92 individuals for their political affiliation, and 

another 31 persons mostly over social media posts in breach of their right to freedom of expression. Further, 

a notable surge in death sentences issued by courts in Gaza was recorded in 2020, a total of 17 death 

sentences were issued in Gaza, bringing the number of death sentences issued in Gaza since the State of 

Palestine ratified the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 

(ICCPR) in 18 March 2019—aiming at the abolition of the death penalty— to 18 sentences by the end of 

the reporting period.  

The dire economic and humanitarian situation in Gaza, mainly driven by Israeli blockade, were further 

compounded by Israel’s imposition of additional punitive measures in August 2020  that included a ban on 

fuel shipments, thus undermining provision of public services, including pumping of municipal water. 

Additionally,  the series of lockdowns imposed after detection of coronavirus cases within the wider 

community in Gaza in late August 2020 confined bread winners to their homes. The coronavirus pandemic 

has amplified the pre-existing socioeconomic crises in the Gaza Strip, and undermined the livelihoods of a 

significant portion of the working population, particularly the daily-wage labors. Al Mezan ramped up 

research and dissemination of information to highlight the repercussion of the additional punitive measures 

coupled with the full lockdown that ensued following the detection of the coronavirus cases in Gaza. To 

that end, two Arabic/English fact sheets were published, one on Water Shortage in the Gaza Strip amid 

COVID-19 Outbreak and another on the Pandemic’s Impact on Daily-wage Laborers in the Gaza Strip. In 

addition, dozens of testimonials were taken from struggling community members across the Gaza Strip and, 

upon their consent, were widely circulated in both Arabic and English on almost-daily basis for several 

weeks. 

Israel policy of discrimination against Palestinians under its effective control in the occupied territory was 

in full display during the COVID-19 outbreak. Such policy clearly manifested through Israel’s lack of a 

vaccine allocation policy for Palestinians in the oPt despite pursing a world-leading enucleation campaign 

for Israeli nationals. In the same vein, the Israeli Public Security Minister issued a directive to withhold 

coronavirus vaccinations from Palestinian prisoners in Israel’s custody despite rolling out plans to inoculate 

prison staff. Such actions along with other systemic discriminatory policies, law and practices maintained 

by Israel  for decades led to mounting accusation against Israel of crimes of apartheid and persecution, not 

only from prominent international human rights organizations, such as HRW, but also from countries that 

lived through apartheid (South Africa and Namibia) whose representatives at the UN supported civil society 

organizations’ use of such characterization of Israel at the HRC 45th regular session. South Africa’s 

representative stated that their country “is of the view, along with numerous Special Rapporteurs …that the 

situation in the occupied Palestinian territories is one akin to apartheid imposed by the Occupying Power… 

The characterization is therefore correct.” 

The reporting period have shown a marked increase in the intimidation of human rights defenders and civil 

society organizations working for the promotion and protection of Palestinians’ human rights. In August 

2020, Al Mezan was the subject of a targeted smear campaign by NGO Monitor.7 The publication contained 

a collection of factual inaccuracies, misleading allegations and straightforward propaganda designed to 

harm our credibility and to deter our donors, including the Dutch government.  In response to Parliamentary 

questions raised in Holland about Al Mezan, the Dutch government concluded, “there is no reason to 

assume that there are links between Al Mezan and PFLP.” With that, the Dutch government effectively 

 
7 Al Mezan, “Al Mezan welcomes Dutch government’s dismissal of Israeli smear campaign”, 21 October 2020, 
at: http://mezan.org/en/post/23836  

http://mezan.org/en/post/23794
http://mezan.org/en/post/23816
https://almezancenter.blogspot.com/search/label/Gaza%3A%20Life%20Under%20Lockdown
http://mezan.org/en/post/23836
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dismissed and debunked NGO Monitor’s standard tactic of associating Palestinian NGOs with the Popular 

Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP), which is on the EU’s sanctions list. Still, the process of 

debunking the allegations distracted Al Mezan’s staff from its important human rights mandate.  

Israel also continued to hamper the work of the international organizations and UN agencies operating in 

the oPt. In February 2020, Israel suspended ties with UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human 

Rights (OHCHR) after publication of UN blacklist of companies with ties to Israel’s illegal settlements in 

the West Bank, and since June 2020, Israel stopped renewing visas of OHCHR international staff working 

in the oPt, effectively forcing nine staff members to leave the country by October 2020, including OHCHR 

Country Director, Mr. James Heenan. 

Despite encouraging talks between Palestinian political factions in Cairo—following the president’s call in 

January of 2021 for parliamentary and presidential elections—during which commitments for safeguarding 

public freedoms for successful elections were agreed upon, the PA introduced stifling provisions amending 

the Charitable Associations and Civil Society Organization’s Law No. 1 of 2000, which governs the 

majority of Palestinian civil society institutions. The amendments hindered the right of CSOs to operate 

independently of ministries and the executive authority by obligating CSOs to submit annual plans that are 

“in line” with those of the competent ministry. The public backlash that ensued forced the PA to suspend 

and later rescind the amendments to the Law.  

Finally, by the end of the reporting period, a major development took place in Palestinian campaign for 

international justice and accountability for Israel’s apparent atrocity crimes in the Palestinian territory. After 

about one year of assessment, the Pre-Trial Chamber of the International Criminal Court (ICC) issued its 

decision affirming that the Court has full territorial jurisdiction over the occupied Palestinian territory. 

Accordingly, the Office of the Prosecutor of the ICC announced the initiation of an investigation into the 

Situation in Palestine, covering alleged crimes committed since 13 June 2014.  This landmark decision 

came in spite of the aggressive campaign against the ICC, which culminated in the former US 

administration’s executive order providing for sanctions against ICC personnel. After years of engagement 

with the ICC Preliminary Examination into the Situation in Palestine, during which Palestinian human 

rights organizations submitted at least five comprehensive reports presenting evidence of perpetration of 

war crimes and lack of accountability, victims are now a step closer to accessing genuine legal remedies. 
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3. Overall achievements 

 

The following areas of work provide a brief overview of Al Mezan's main activities, outputs and major 

outcomes. Full details of implemented activities are available in section 6 ‘reporting on action plan’. 

Monitoring and Documentation of human rights violations:  

- Al Mezan documented the killing of six Palestinians by Israeli military attacks, including two 

children, and injury of 58 Palestinians, including 16 children and one woman, in incidents of 

shootings, shelling and airstrikes in the Gaza Strip.  

- 612 incidents of shooting and/or shelling by the Israeli military affecting farming and herding 

communities in the ARA (buffer zone) were recorded, in addition to the arrest of 25 Palestinians, 

including five children, who were detained after crossing the separation fence in to Israel. Further, 

313 hectares of crops were damaged as a result of Israel’s aerial spraying of chemicals along the 
separation fence in January and April of 2020, and another 6 hectares of cultivated land were 

repeatedly damaged in 55 documented military incursions into the ARA to level land adjacent to 

separation fence. 

- Israeli Naval Forces opened fire at Palestinian fishers in Gaza Sea in 309 separate incidents. The 

Forces also arrested 10 fishermen (including a child), and seized four fishing boats. 

- Al Mezan documented incidents of violence stemming from local authorities in Gaza and other 

Palestinian non-state actors which left 30 Palestinians dead, including six children and four women, 

and 155 injured (including 17 children and nine women). Of those, seven people were killed and 

74 were wounded in 38 documented incidents of personal feuds and disputes between families. 

- Breaches of the right to peaceful assembly and altercations between local security forces and people 

involved in public gathering left seven people needing medical attention for sustained injuries. Al 

Mezan documented summon and/or arrest of 92 individuals for their political affiliation and another 

31 individuals over social media posts in breach of their right to freedom of expression. Another 

23 incidents of assault or restrictions on journalists, which led to the arrest of 13 journalists, by 

local authorities in Gaza were also documented. 

Reporting, research and information sharing: 

- Collected field data on human rights violations was utilized to issue 10 periodical reports (five 

annual and five semi-annual reports) on IHL/IHRL violations and internal violence in the Gaza 

Strip [more details available under activity 2.1.2.3 and 2.1.2.6 in section 6], and issued over 90  

press releases in both in Arabic and English language, including 16 issued jointly with partner 

human rights organizations and coalitions, and two position papers, all of which were circulated 

via online platforms and email to diplomatic missions in the oPt, media organizations, and 

international NGOs. 

- Three thematic reports on military attacks (on health sector in Gaza, on unarmed protestors, and on 

children at the GMR demonstrations), five other thematic reports (including on abuse of children 

fleeing Gaza's humanitarian catastrophe, and access to higher education in Gaza) and four fact 

sheets (including on rural women in Gaza’s farming communities, on water shortage amid the 

coronavirus outbreak, and the pandemic’s impact on daily-wage laborers in Gaza), were issued and 

widely circulated. [More information on ESCR-related publications available under Activity 

2.1.1.3 in section 6]. 

- Al Mezan presented findings of its report on the impact of the deteriorating economic conditions 

in the Gaza Strip on Palestinians’ access to higher education to a specialized workshop held in Gaza 

in January 2020 whose participants included representatives of private and public educational 

http://mezan.org/en/post/23711
http://mezan.org/en/post/23765
http://mezan.org/post/30175
http://mezan.org/en/post/23840
http://mezan.org/en/post/23840
http://mezan.org/post/29837
http://mezan.org/en/post/23830
http://mezan.org/en/post/23794
http://mezan.org/en/post/23816
http://www.mezan.org/post/29836
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institutions, academics, donors. The report’s finding were also presented at the Right to Education 

Conference held in March 2020 in the Gaza Strip, organized by Palestinian NGOs Network and 

UNICEF.  

- Al Mezan conducted a workshop to discuss the Center's legislation review of Palestinian law no. 3 

of 2019 on alternative punishment (non-custodial sentencing) with 28 participants including law 

professionals, civil society actors, and other stakeholders. In follow-up, Al Mezan communicated 

the participants’ recommendations to the Secretary General of the Legislative Council, President 

of the High Judicial Council, and to the Attorney General in Gaza.   

- Al Mezan published a legal fact sheet addressing obstacles that Israel places, by means of 

legislation, in the  way  of  Palestinian  victims  seeking  reparation  and  remedy  for  violations  of 

Israel’s duties under international humanitarian and human rights law. The fact sheet  highlights  

Amendment  No.  8  of  the  Israeli  Civil  Wrongs  (Liability  of  the State) of 1952 as one of these 

obstacles, and underscores the implications of this legislative   amendment   on   Palestinians’   right   

to   effective   remedies. The fact sheet, further, provides examples of compensation cases brought 

by Al Mezan  before  Israeli  courts, highlighting  in  particular  the  case  of  Attiya  Fathi  Al  

Nabaheen,  in  which  the exemption to State liability relating to ‘enemy territory’ pursuant to 

Amendment No. 8 was cited for the first time.  

- Emblematic human rights days were marked through social media and audio/visual material to shed 

light on relevant issues and communities in the Gaza Strip. Al Mezan drafted an article for EuroMed 

Rights website on impact of aerial spraying of herbicides along the perimeter fence on Palestinian 

farmers in the ARA, which was published on Earth Day, April 2020. Al Mezan also marked the 

International Day for Rural Women, through publication of an online photo gallery displaying the 

pictures of rural women, a fact sheet addressing rural women’s situation in the Gaza Strip and a 

short video screening some interviews with rural women. In addition, a twitter campaign was 

launched by media activists cooperating with Al Mezan using the hashtag #ruralwomen, and our 

posts reached over seventeen thousand users on Twitter. Further, to mark World Press Freedom, 

Al Mezan held a webinar bringing together journalists, activists and human rights defenders to 

discuss the right to freedom of expression amid the state of emergency decreed in response to 

COVID-19 outbreak in the oPt. The workshop was organized in collaboration with Birzeit 

University’s Media Development Center and Filastiniyat Organization. 

Legal Aid: 

- 707 individuals (307 women and 400 men) received legal counselling on a range of violations, 

concerns or situations of risk resulting from policies and/or action of Israeli authorities and 

Palestinian duty bearers. 

- Al Mezan submitted 325 complaints  to the Israeli Coordination and Liaison Administration (CLA) 

at Erez on behalf of referral patients (111 children, 99 women and 115 men) applying for exit 

permits to access hospital in the West Bank or Israel. Al Mezan successfully secured permits for 

165 applicants (66 children, 49 women, and 50 men) to reach their designated health care facilities 

outside the Gaza Strip. Another 37 cases whereby residents of Gaza ( 4 children, 15 women, and 

18 men) sought exit permits to cross Erez for non-medical purposes were also represented before 

the CLA, thus securing exit for 16 residents. 

- A compensation case has been lodged in November 2020 before the district court of Beersheva on 

behalf of the family of Palestinian fisherman (Nawaf al-Attar) who was shot and killed by Israeli 

military on 14 November 2018 off the coast of Beit Lahia. The case is of strategic importance as it 

is predicated upon a rare verdict by an Israeli military court against a soldier who was convicted of 

"disobeying an order leading to a threat to life" and "negligence and reckless endangerment". 

 

http://mezan.org/post/30764
https://www.mezan.org/en/post/23851
http://mezan.org/post/30973
http://mezan.org/post/30978
http://mezan.org/en/post/23760
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- Upon the spread of the coronavirus, local authorities barred visitation to local detention center and 

prisons. Al Mezan initiated several communications, including meetings, with relevant authorities 

urge for implementation of additional precautionary measures to safeguard inmates’ rights and 

wellbeing amid the outbreak. As such, inmates charged with or sentences for non-violent crimes 

were released from prisons/detention centers and placed under house arrest to avoid crowding. It’s 

estimated that around 1,900 detainees and inmates (out of 3,300) were moved to house arrest. 

Further, all remaining inmates were granted three phone calls per day to contact family. 

 

- The Center continued to address arbitrary detention cases in the reporting period, with at least 39 

interventions made to local authorities concerning detention of individuals without due process, the 

majority of whom were arrests over posts on social media platforms. 15 individuals were released 

following Al Mezan's intervention. 

 

- The outbreak also brought new restriction on movement of people in the form of mandatory 

quarantine imposed by local authorities on residents returning to Gaza via Egypt and Israel, 

whereby returnees were placed for 14-21 days in accommodations transformed into quarantine 

facilities. Similarly, following the outbreak of the virus in the wider community, suspected and 

confirmed cases were placed under in-house quarantine or in isolation center for 14-21days. This 

quasi-detention required continuous monitoring to ensure that all the residents’ needs were met. Al 

Mezan kept regular contact with residents of quarantine center via phone and referred any recorded 

concerns to lawyers who brought over 70 issues to the attention of relevant authorities, almost all 

of which were resolved as a result. 

Liaison, networking and coordination: 

- The Center’s leadership held dozens of (virtual) meetings from Gaza with members of international 

community (33 diplomats, 25 UN officials, and 27 EU representatives) to brief stakeholders on 

development and human rights situation in the oPt, particularly in Gaza. Al Mezan also made over 

150 media appearances to address human rights concerns in the reporting period. 

- Over ten meetings aimed at consultation and strategizing with Palestinian civil society 

organizations addressing human rights concerns relevant to the oPt, particularly concerns arising 

from the coronavirus outbreak, protection of detainees and prisoners, and independence of the 

judiciary. The meetings were mostly held under the umbrella of PHROC and ISTIQLAL.  

- Ten meetings attended with regional and international coalitions and networks, with which Al 

Mezan is associated, to identify areas for joint advocacy work, including with ESCR-Net, OMCT, 

FIDH, and EuroMed Rights. 

- Bilateral (virtual) meetings were held with human rights organizations in Israel, including 

Physician for Human Rights-Israel and Gisha to address new challenges further hampering Gaza 

residents’ freedom of movement, particularly referral patients access to medical care in context of 

corona virus outbreak and suspension of PA-Israel coordination. Suspension of coordination 

between the PA and Israel in May 2020 prompted Al Mezan to refer complaints received in relation 

to access to health care facilities outside Gaza to partner human rights organization in Israel. In the 

reporting period, PHR-I took 41 cases referred from Al Mezan concerning (15 males and 26 

females) medical patients in need of exit permits. Their interventions with Israeli administrative 

bodies secured 35 exit permits to medical patients in Gaza.  Another 69 cases concerning residents 

of Gaza seeking exit permits to cross Erez for non-medical purposes were referred to and followed 

by partner Israeli organization, Gisha, securing 22 permits as a result. 

- Upon imposition of full lockdown in the Gaza Strip following detection of coronavirus cases in the 

community, Al Mezan researchers maintained regular contact with community members, 

particularly in areas with relatively high number of COVID-19 cases, to address collective concerns 
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affecting their communities by taking them up with relevant authorities. Several issues were 

resolved following Al Mezan interventions, including residential waste collection of coronavirus-

stricken households in refugee camps in North Gaza after Al Mezan reached out to UNRWA, the 

Ministry of Health and the Environment Quality Authority. 

International advocacy: 

- International advocacy activities were adapted to make best use of available communication 

technology and also benefited from increased level of collaboration and coordination with partner 

human rights organizations and coalitions, which facilitated access to a wide audience of 

international actors despite the constrains arising from the pandemic. Four missions to the UN 

Human Rights Council (HRC) 43rd, 44th and 45th regular sessions in Geneva were carried out in 

the reporting period. Al Mezan made over ten written submissions, jointly with Al-Haq, Cairo 

Institute for Human Rights Studies and the Palestinian Center for Human Rights, bringing to the 

attention of the Council and its Member States the impact of COVID-19 in the context of Israel’s 

fragmentation of the Palestinian people, and the impact of Israel’s ongoing closure  on most 

vulnerable members of society amid the spread of the coronavirus into the wider population in 

Gaza. [all submissions are listed under Activity 1.3.2.7 in section 6] 

- Further, over 15 joint oral interventions were made at the UN HRC (under items 3, 5,  7 and 9) 

with a wide range of Palestinian and international human rights organizations to highlight pressing 

issues, including extrajudicial killing of Palestinians, water and sanitation crisis in Gaza, increased 

difficulty of accessing adequate medical care for Gaza patients, business enterprises involved in 

illegal settlement activities, shrinking space for human rights defenders in the region, and Israel’s 

apartheid policies. [full list of oral interventions available under Activity 1.3.2.8 in section 6]. 

- A planned joint side event with Al-Haq and other partners scheduled at the HRC 43rd session was 

canceled as the session was suspended on 13 March 2020 due to the COVID-19 outbreak. Instead 

partners held a three-part series of webinars (Al Mezan spoke at the second webinar on 15 July 

2020) titled “Collective Punishment in Gaza: 13 Years of Illegal Closure with Impunity,” in 

parallel to the 44th HRC session and following the release of the report of the UN Special 

Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the oPt since 1967, Prof. Michael Lynk, on 

collective punishment under agenda Item 7 of the Council. 

- Al Mezan participated in three virtual joint advocacy actions facilitated by EuroMed Rights and 

CIDSE to reach EU Member States’ representatives and decisionmakers amid the pandemic. At 

least three webinars and virtual briefings were held, thus providing platform to address members 

of the European Parliament, European Commission DG NEAR, and Maghreb/Mashreq Working 

Party of the EU Council on developments in the oPt and provide update on the human rights 

situation in Gaza relating to the Israeli closure and blockade, in particular regarding patients, and 

on shrinking space by both Palestinian and Israeli duty bearers, and Al Mezan experience with the 

Israeli judicial system. 

 

- Four joint urgent appeals (including on denial of access to healthcare for Gazans, and on escalating 

water and sanitation crisis in Gaza) and two joint submissions (including a comprehensive report 

on lack of accountability and rampant impunity) with national and regional human rights 

organization were made to the UN Special Procedures (special rapporteurs), including UN SPs on 

oPt, health, water, environment, torture and on racism. As a result, the UN SP on oPt issued at 

least one public statement  urging EU to take concrete steps to ensure accountability, and, with 

other UN SPs, sent communications to the State of Israel reflecting concerns raised by appealing 

organizations on access to healthcare for Gazans following suspension of coordination, the 

extrajudicial killing of Ahmed Erekat, and on the acute water and sanitation crisis in Gaza. 

 

http://mezan.org/en/uploads/files/15916863711280.pdf
https://www.mezan.org/en/uploads/files/1600157085290.pdf
http://mezan.org/en/post/23773
https://www.mezan.org/en/uploads/files/1600253696444.pdf
http://mezan.org/en/post/23819
http://mezan.org/en/post/23823
https://www.mezan.org/en/post/23814
https://www.mezan.org/en/post/23815
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=azLDBdrSyKo
http://mezan.org/en/uploads/files/15933280981442.pdf
http://mezan.org/en/uploads/files/1605008575924.pdf
http://mezan.org/en/uploads/files/159117061414.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26004&LangID=E
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=25429
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=25524
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=25840
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Community capacity building (Trainings; workshops; awareness-raising sessions):  

- Around 400 farmers, fishermen, members of CSOs working in rural communities, journalists and 

social media activists (including 150 women) attended awareness-raising sessions held by Al 

Mezan in 2020  on various human rights topics and were made aware of available legal remedies 

for victims of IHL/IHRL violations. [Breakdown of implemented sessions is listed under Activity 

2.2.1.4 in section 6] 

- Six three-day trainings targeting 182 young university graduates, social media activists, and staff 

of community-based organizations were implemented to build their capacities on key human rights 

topics, including the International Human Rights Law and International Humanitarian Law, with 

focus on the Right to Freedom of Opinion and Expression, democracy and elections. [Breakdown 

of implemented sessions is listed under Activity 2.2.1.2 in section 6] 

- 32 university students of Pass the Word program, 16 of whom were females, completed the first 

phase of the program (60 training hours), gaining knowledge on HR/IHL, ESCR, democracy and 

the rule of law and International mechanisms for protecting human rights. In the second phase of 

the program, the students used the newly acquired skills and knowledge to conduct 140 awareness-

raising sessions to 308 of their peers (including 163 female students) in local universities. 

- A 150-hour training course for 32 young lawyers, including 16 female lawyers, was conducted 

from July to December 2020.  The training program covered a range of specialized topics, including 

Palestinian law, human rights and international conventions, and international humanitarian law, 

with sessions delivered by Palestinian law experts as well as Arab law experts from the Arab 

Organization for Human Rights and the Tunisian Court of Appeal, which added to the training a 

diversity of experiences and new and specialized topics that were presented for the first time in this 

recurrent annual training program.   

Library services: 

- 98 books and periodicals were purchased and added to the library, in addition to 20 

books/periodical and one thesis that were gifted to the library in the reporting period. 

- 697 university students, researchers, and lawyers benefited from library services and borrowed a 

total of 1,600 books. 

Building capacities of Al Mezan: 

- Two lawyers attended one-day training organized by Office of the UN High Commissioner for 

Human Rights in Gaza in April 2020 (via Zoom) on submission of shadow reports to the UN 

Committee against Torture. 

- International Advocacy Officer attended online training course on 12-20 October 2020 organized 

by The Lancet Palestinian Health Alliance (LPHA) in collaboration with The Institute of 
Community and Public Health, Birzeit University (ICPH/BZU), The World Health Organization 

(WHO), and The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA). The course discussed the United 

Nations and international laws and conventions related to the right to health; the relationship 

between health and human rights in theory and practice; a conceptual framework for the right to 

health and determinants of the health; human rights violations and their health impact in  Palestine; 

and local activism and litigation to promote health and human rights.  

- Al Mezan information officer attended two online trainings organized by the Independent 

Commission for Human Rights  (in August 2020) and 7amleh-The Arab Center for the 

Advancement of Social Media (in November 2020) on use of online design tools for content 

creation and social media campaigns. 
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4. Challenges and mitigation measures 

The coronavirus outbreak dominated the reporting period with greater impact in the second half of the 

reporting period following the detection of coronavirus cases in the wider population in the Gaza Strip (in 

24 August 2020). The full lockdown that ensued had severe repressions on the financially struggling 

population. Al Mezan staff, while working from home, reached out to community members soliciting their 

testimonials to shed light on the repercussions of the outbreak and lockdown. Their accounts were published 

in both Arabic and English and were widely circulated on almost daily basis for several weeks, attracting 

the attention of many humanitarian actors. Al Mezan also increased research on the impact of the outbreak, 

publishing fact sheets and reports on an array of relevant topics, including the struggle of daily-wage 

laborers, water shortages, and residential waste collection from COVID-hit households. 

Awareness-raising activities, which had been held in spacious venues and adhered to social distancing rules 

prior to 24 August, were all shifted to virtual implementation thereinafter. Awareness-raising activities that 

involve working with children had to be cancelled, including the human rights art competition.   

Provision of legal aid services was affected in the reporting period, not only by the coronavirus outbreak 

but to a greater extent by suspension of coordination between Israel and PA in mid-2020. The suspension 

of coordination and Israel’s failure to promptly establish a mechanism for Gaza referral patients to submit 

exit permit requests meant that Al Mezan lawyers could not intervene directly to help patients because such 

intervention is typically predicated upon the submission of exit-permit application by a third party, i.e. the 

PA. In order to circumvent this issue, Al Mezan referred patients to partner organization, Physician for 

Human Rights whose position as an Israeli human rights organization allows for submitting official exit-

permit applications to the Israeli authorities on behalf of Gaza referral patients.  

COVID-19 outbreak in Europe forced almost all international advocacy activities to be conducted virtually, 

including replacing side-event at UN HRC and briefings to EU officials with virtual webinars/meetings. 

The rapid development arising from the authorities’ approach to address the coronavirus outbreak, which 

entails switching from limited lockdown to full lockdown and vice versa in a relatively short period of time, 

requires regular review of planned activities and implementation modalities. Such rapid development also 

call for increased monitoring of program expenditure beyond the existing quarterly monitoring. As such, 

monthly monitoring of core program’s expenditures is needed to ensure early detection of variances 

between budget and expenditures, and to discuss appropriate amendments to the implementation plan with 

donors. 
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5. Monitoring and Evaluation 

 

By the end of the reporting period, Al Mezan a three-year strategic plan 2018-2020, and therefore an 

external evaluation was conducted of its program for the past three years, along with development of its 

strategic planning for the years 2021-2023. The purpose of the external evaluation was to analyze the 

achievements and recommend adjustments based on lessons learned, evaluate the progress achieved during 

the last 3 years, the deviations and the reasons behind them, seek input from the staff and various 

stakeholders regarding Al Mezan’s programs, their relevance, effectiveness, weaknesses and strengths. 

The external evaluators utilized the Participatory Rapid Assessment (PRA) tools for the mostly qualitative 

analysis, utilizing input from Al Mezan Board, management, staff, donors, relevant partners (NGOs and 

INGOs) and beneficiaries. The tools used include literature review, Key Informant Interviews (KIIs) and 

Focus Group Discussions (FGDs). The analysis reflected on five evaluation aspects including: relevance, 

effectiveness, organizational development, fundraising and program development.  

The main findings of the evaluation, include the following: 

On Relevance: Al Mezan strategy and programs remain valid for the coming 3 years, as they respond to the 

needs identified by stakeholders; Al Mezan has a clear vision and mission; Al Mezan has good local 

ownership of the programs’ results; Al Mezan needs to continue to show flexibility if the political and 

socio-political conditions change. 

On Effectiveness: good level of effectiveness of the programs’ results during 2018 and 2019, with 

overachievement related to increased local and Israeli human rights violations, while deviations/dynamic 

changes occurred during 2020 due to COVID-19; limited reporting on outcome and aggregate output 

indicators. 

On Programs Development: Al Mezan has maintained focus on ESCR in respect of their mandate and 

mission in the oPt, especially in Gaza Strip; the current vision and mission statements don’t need any 

change; the current programs (Promotion, Protection, Institutional Development) are still valid; results-

based management has been maintained and enhanced; the programs logical frameworks include clear 

outcome/output qualitative and qualitative indicators. 

Findings relevant to other evaluation aspects as well as main recommendations of external evaluators are 

listed in the executive summary of the External Evaluation Report (shared separately). 
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6. Reporting on action plan 

 

I. Protection Program 

Objective: To contribute to the respect and protection of human rights, particularly ESCR, in the oPt, especially in the Gaza Strip. 

Activity 

no. 

planned 

activities 

Planned 

targets 

Achieved 

targets 
Implemented Activities  

Outcome 1.1: To enhance respect and protection of human rights and access to justice in the oPt, especially in the Gaza Strip  

Output 1.1.1: Violations of human rights and IHL in the Gaza Strip are properly documented 

1.1.1.1 

Document at 

least 1000 cases 

of violations 

against Gaza 

population (both 

by Palestinian 

and Israeli 

actors) 

1000+ 

cases  

1,100+ 

incidents  

documented 

(1) Violations committed by Israeli forces 

In the reporting period, Al Mezan documented the killing of 6 Palestinians by Israeli military attacks, including 

two children; another 58  people, including 16 children and a woman, sustained injuries form Israeli shootings, 

shelling and airstrikes on the Gaza Strip.  

 

(1.1) violations in the buffer zone (the territorial part of the Access Restricted Area): 

       

612 incidents of shooting and/or shelling by the Israeli military affecting farming and herding communities in the 

ARA were documented. The attacks left 5 wounded, including 4 children; 

25 Palestinians were arrested, including 5 children, after crossing the separation fence; 

313 hectares of crops were damaged as a result of Israel’s aerial spraying of chemicals along the perimeter fence 

in January and April of 2020; 

55 limited incursions were documented, the majority of which were conducted to level land on the Palestinian 

side of the border and damaging crops across 6 hectares of cultivated land in the process. 

 

 

(1.2) violations at sea (the naval part of the Access Restricted Area): 

 

In the reporting period, Israeli forces opened fire at Palestinians in Gaza Sea in 309 separate incidents, injuring 12 

fishermen. The military also arrested 10 fishermen (including a child), and seized four fishing boats. 

 

(2) Violations by Palestinian Actors 

 

In the reporting period, Al Mezan documented incidents of violence stemming from local authorities and other 

Palestinian non-state actors which left 30 persons dead, including 6 children and 4 women, and 155 injured 

(including 17 children and 19 women), most notable incidents were: 
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      - Arrest and summon of 92 individuals for their political affiliation and another 31 in breach of their right to 

freedom of expression; 

      - 38 incidents of personnel disputes or disputes between families, 7 killed (including 2 women) and 74 

wounded (including 7 children and 9 women); 

      - 6 incidents of shootings by unidentified assailants (2 children killed, and 5 were injured, including 1 child);  

      - 9 incidents of misuse of firearms (4 killed, including 2 children and 1 woman, and 5 were injured, including 

2 children);  

      - 20 incidents where arms malfunction/mishandling caused an explosion (9 killed, including 1 child, and 32 

wounded, including 7 children); 

      - breaches of the right to peaceful assembly and altercations between local security forces and people 

involved in public gathering resulted in 7 injuries referred to local hospitals;  

      - 23 incidents of assault or restrictions on journalists by local authorities which involved the arrest of 13 

journalists. 

Output 1.1.2: Enhanced respect of human rights, IHL and the rule of law via legal intervention and analysis 

1.1.2.1 

Provide legal 

advice to at least 

100 cases 

100+ legal 

advices 

227 legal 

advice given 

227 individuals (114 women, 113 men) received legal counselling on issues arising from actions of Palestinian 

duty-bearers in the Gaza Strip in relation to the following rights and concerns: arbitrary detention; torture or cruel 

inhuman treatment/punishment; family law; work-related and public servants’ rights; access to medical care; and 

issues facing individuals held in the COVID-19 quarantine centers. 

1.1.2.2 

Make at least 50 

complaints with 

the Palestinian 

authorities 

50+ 

interventio

ns 

278 

interventions 

conducted 

Al Mezan lawyers initiated legal interventions (complaints/communications) to Palestinian duty bearers on behalf 

of 278 right holders (198 males and 80 females, including 33 children) in the Gaza Strip, in relation to the 

following rights, concerns and violations: 

 

- concerns raised by residents of COVID-19 quarantine center or in-home isolation (71 complaint, 70 successful); 

- arbitrary detention (39 complaints, 28 successful) [more details under activity 1.1.2.4]; 

- access to medical care (47 complaints, 34 successful); 

- freedom of movement (30 complaints, 23 successful); 

- detainees’ rights (24 interventions, 15 successful); 

- torture or cruel inhuman treatment/punishment (22 complaints, 9 successful); 

- right to due process (9 complaints, 3 successful); 

- others. 

1.1.2.3 

Conduct 6 visits 

to prisons and 

detention 

centers in Gaza 

for monitoring 

and legal advice 

6 prison 

visits 

3 prison 

visits 

Only three visits were conducted (to two detention centers and one prison) due to barring visitation following the 

spread of the coronavirus in the Gaza Strip. Subsequently, several communications and meetings were conducted 

to urge local duty-bearers to take precautionary measures to safeguard inmates’ rights and wellbeing amid the 

outbreak. As such, inmates charged with or sentences for non-violent crimes were released from prisons/detention 

centers and placed under house arrest to avoid crowding. It’s estimated that around 1,900 detainees and inmates 

(out of 3,300) were moved to house arrest. Further, all remaining inmates were granted three phone calls per day 

to contact family. 
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1.1.2.4 

Representation 

of 5 cases of 

human rights 

violations 

(arbitrary 

detention) 

before the 

Palestinian 

courts and/or 

local authorities 

5 legal 

representat

ions  

39 legal 

representatio

ns  

39 interventions were made to local authorities concerning detention of individuals without due process,  the 

majority of whom were arrests over posts on social media platforms. 15 individuals were released following Al 

Mezan's intervention. 

1.1.2.5 

Take up 1 

strategic 

litigation in 

relation to 

human rights 

1 strategic 

litigation  

1 strategic 

litigation  

Compensation case lodged in November 2020 before the district court of Beersheva on behalf of the family of 

Palestinian fisherman (Nawaf al-Attar) who was shot and killed by Israeli military on 14 November 2018 off the 

coast of Beit Lahia. It is considered a rare case and is of great consequence as it is predicated upon Israeli military 

court's conviction of the perpetrator of "disobeying an order leading to a threat to life" and "negligence and 

reckless endangerment".  

1.1.2.6 

Conduct 1 

legislation 

review/analysis 

l 

legislation 

review 

l legislation 

review 

legislation analysis of Palestinian law no.3 of 2019 on alternative punishment (non-custodial sentencing) 

published in August 2020 [available only in Arabic at http://mezan.org/post/30764] 

1.1.2.7 

Start conducting 

1 case analysis 

of Israeli court 

rulings 

1 court 

case 

analysis 

1 court case 

analysis 

Al Mezan published a fact sheet in November 2020 addresses obstacles that Israel places, by means of legislation, 

in the  way  of  Palestinian  victims  seeking  reparation  and  remedy  for  violations  of Israel’s duties under 

international humanitarian and human rights law. The fact sheet  highlights  Amendment  No.  8  of  the  Israeli  

Civil  Wrongs  (Liability  of  the State) of 1952 as one of these obstacles, and underscores the implications of this 

legislative   amendment   on   Palestinians’   right   to   effective   remedies. The fact sheet, further, provides 

examples of compensation cases brought by Al Mezan  before  Israeli  courts, highlighting  in  particular  the  

case  of  Attiya  Fathi  Al  Nabaheen,  in  which  the exemption to State liability relating to ‘enemy territory’ 

pursuant to Amendment No. 8 was cited for the first time.  

[ English version of the legal fact sheet available at: https://www.mezan.org/en/post/23851] 

Output 1.1.3: Enhanced respect of IHRL and IHL, and protection of civilians via litigation related to Israeli violations 

1.1.3.1 

Provide legal 

advice to at least 

200 cases. 

200+ legal 

advices 

480 legal 

advices 

Al Mezan lawyers provided legal counselling to 480 right holders (287 men, 193 women) regarding legal issues 

and concerns in relation to Israeli authorities’ policies and practices against Palestinian residents of the Gaza 

Strip: freedom of movement for medical patients; freedom of movement for non-medical purposes; detainees’ 

rights ; right to reparation and legal remedies; and access to legal/official documents. 

1.1.3.2 

Make at least 

100 complaints 

with the Israeli 

authorities, 

including the 

Military 

100+ 

complaints 

395 

complaints  

 

Al Mezan submitted 325 complaints  to the Israeli Coordination and Liaison Administration (CLA) at Erez on 

behalf of referral patients (111 children, 99 women and 115 men) applying for exit permits to access hospital in 

the West Bank or Israel. Al Mezan successfully secured permits for 165 applicants (66 children, 49 women, and 

50 men) to reach their designated health care facilities outside the Gaza Strip. 

 

http://mezan.org/post/30764
https://www.mezan.org/en/post/23851
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Advocate 

General and 

COGAT 

concerning 

movement and 

access of 

patients and 

others. 

Another 37 cases whereby residents of Gaza ( 4 children, 15 women, and 18 men)  seeking exit permits to cross 

Erez for non-medical purposes were represented before the CLA, securing exit for 16 residents. 

 

27 complaints were made to the Military Advocate General (MAG) on behalf of farmers whose crops were 

damaged in the aftermath of Israel’s aerial spraying of herbicides along the separation fence between 14 and 16 

January 2020.   

 

Five fishers have been legally represented before Israeli authorities seeking compensation and/or retrieval of their 

seized fishing boats. 

 

One joint complaint (Adalah, Gisha, and Al Mezan) to Israeli authorities on behalf of farmers in Khan Younis 

who sustained losses following Israeli military’s incursion east of Khuzaa in October 2020 that damages at least 

13 dunams of crops as well as irrigation systems.  

1.1.3.3 

Representation 

of at least 12 

persons detained 

in Israel on 

human rights 

related issues 

12+ legal 

representat

ions  

21 legal 

representatio

ns  

Al Mezan’s lawyer, based in Israel, provided legal representation for 21 detainees from Gaza (including five 

fishers and one child) before Israeli administrative and judicial bodies in the reporting period. 14 cases ended 

with the release of represented detainees. 

1.1.3.4 

Take up/follow 

up at least 2 

cases with 

Israeli courts. 

2+ 

litigations 

3 pending 

litigations 

Compensation cases lodged before Israeli courts on behalf of Palestinians from the Gaza Strip (all pending ): 

 

• Nabaheen’s case:  On 16 Nov. 2014, Israeli military forces shot Attiya Nabaheen, 15 years-old at the time. 

Nabaheen was returning from school. He was not armed and was not involved in any violence. As a result of the 

shooting, Nabaheen was paralyzed and confined to a wheelchair for the rest of his life. In Nov. 2018, Israel's 

Be'er Sheva District Court rejected a case filed by Adalah and Al Mezan on behalf of the Nabaheen family 

against the Israeli military for the shooting and wounding of their son. The court ruled that the state is not liable 

for damages because Palestinians in Gaza are not entitled to seek compensation from Israel as they live in an 

“enemy entity”. 

Adalah and Al Mezan appealed this ruling to the Israeli Supreme Court on 7 February 2019, arguing that the 

lower court’s decision and the amendment to the State Liability law violate both Israeli and international law, 

which require that protected civilians be entitled to effective legal remedies.  The human rights organizations 

demand that the Supreme Court overturn the ruling of the Be’er Sheva District Court and find Amendment No. 8 

unconstitutional. The court hearing was scheduled for September 2019. The court then postponed the hearing 

multiple times, first rescheduling the hearing in the second half of 2020 before postponing it again to 2021.  

 

• Legal proceedings in two other compensation cases lodged by Al Mezan to the  Israeli district court, with 

similar legal standing to Nabaheen’s case, have been put on hold awaiting the Supreme Court ruling on 

Nabaheen’s case. 
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1.1.3.5 

Submit at least 5 

complaints 

concerning 

torture/CIDTP. 

5+ 

complaints 

(T/CIDTP) 

- No torture complaints (via-a-vis Israeli authorities) were brought to Al Mezan attention in the reporting period 

1.1.3.6 

Submit at least 

10 civil 

complaints to 

the Israeli 

Ministry of 

Defense. 

10+ civil 

complaints 

to MoD 

30 civil 

notifications 

submitted 

Al Mezan sent over 30 civil notifications to the Israeli Ministry of Defense to secure the right of victims of 

IHL/IHRL violations to seek reparation in Israeli courts within two years after the incident, per statute of 

limitation imposed by Israeli law.  

1.1.3.7 

Refer at least 25 

victims to 

specialized 

NGOs in Israel 

and oPt 

25+ 

referrals 
100 referrals 

Suspension of coordination between the PA and Israel prompted Al Mezan to refer complaints received in 

relation to access to health care facilities outside Gaza to partner human rights organization in Israel, Physician 

for Human Rights (PHR-I). In the reporting period, PHR-I took 41 cases referred from Al Mezan concerning (15 

males and 26 females) medical patients in need of exit permits. Their interventions with Israeli administrative 

bodies secured 35 exit permits to medical patients in Gaza.  

 

Another 69 cases concerning residents of Gaza seeking exit permits to cross Erez for non-medical purposes were  

referred to and followed by partner Israeli organization, Gisha, securing 22 permits as a result. 

Output 1.1.4: Contribution to the enforcement of the international human rights and IHL mechanisms 
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1.1.4.1 

Submit 5 

complaints 

and/or reports to 

intergovernment

al mechanisms 

(e.g. UN/EU, 

including UN 

Special 

Procedures and 

courts). 

5 

complaints

/ reports 

8 

submissions/ 

reports/ 

letters 

1. March 2020: six Palestinian and regional human rights organizations, including Al Mezan, sent an Urgent 

Appeal to five UN SP (on oPt, torture, extrajudicial executions, and health) on the abuse of Palestinian citizen in 

Gaza by an Israeli bulldozer.  The human rights organizations urged the Special Procedures to publicly condemn 

the conduct of the Israeli occupying forces as constituting violations of international human rights, humanitarian 

law, and criminal law, and to call for justice, accountability, and reparations for Palestinian victims.  

https://www.mezan.org/en/post/23696   

 

2. May 2020: Al Mezan, Al-Haq, Addameer, CIHRS, and Habitat International Coalition – HLRN, submitted a 

comprehensive joint report to the UN SP on the situation of human rights in the oPt, detailing the continued 

failure to ensure justice and accountability, and an end to Israeli impunity, for widespread and systematic human 

rights violations and international crimes committed against the Palestinian people, including the crime of 

apartheid, ahead of the Rapporteur’s presentation of a report on accountability to the United Nations General 

Assembly in October 2020.  http://mezan.org/en/uploads/files/159117061414.pdf   

 

3. May 2020: Joint Open Letter (signed by 87 NGOs) to the International Labor Organization (ILO), titled 

“Protection of Palestinian Workers During and After COVID-19”, calling on the ILO Director-General to send an 

urgent letter to the Israeli Minister of Labor and Minister of Health demanding to provide Palestinian workers 

with their 3-month wages during the emergency period pursuant to Israeli Labor Law, and to guarantee healthcare 

coverage for Palestinian workers during  and in  the aftermath  of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

http://www.mezan.org/en/post/23717   

 

4. June 2020: Al Mezan, Al-Haq, CIHRS, and PCHR submitted a joint Urgent Appeal to four UN SP (on oPt, 

health, torture, and racism) on the denial of access to healthcare for Palestinian patients from the Gaza Strip. 

http://mezan.org/en/uploads/files/15933280981442.pdf  

 

5. July 2020: joint Urgent Appeal submitted to the United Nations Special Procedures (four mandate holders – 

on oPt, executions, health, torture and racism) on the extrajudicial execution and willful killing of Ahmad Erekat 

by the Israeli occupying forces. http://www.mezan.org/en/post/23771   

 

6. November 2020: Al Mezan, Al-Haq, CIHRS and Habitat Land Coalition submitted a joint urgent appeal to 

UN Special Rapporteur on water and sanitation concerning the escalating water and sanitation crisis in the Gaza 

Strip, oPt. http://mezan.org/en/uploads/files/1605008575924.pdf   

 

7. November 2020: In response to a request from UN Special Rapporteur on the environment, Al Mezan 

submitted information concerning the ways in which water pollution, water scarcity and floods are having 

adverse impacts on human rights in the Gaza Strip.  

 

8. December 2020: Al Mezan joined Al Haq, PCHR, CIHRS and human rights organisations, networks and trade 

unions from Palestine and Europe in a submission to the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

concerning the UN database of businesses involved in Israel’s illegal settlement enterprise. The submission 

concerned the case of CAF in occupied and annexed East Jerusalem. 

https://www.mezan.org/en/post/23696
http://mezan.org/en/uploads/files/159117061414.pdf
http://www.mezan.org/en/post/23717
http://mezan.org/en/uploads/files/15933280981442.pdf
http://www.mezan.org/en/post/23771
http://mezan.org/en/uploads/files/1605008575924.pdf
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Outcome 1.2:  To enhance networking and coordination with local, regional and international human rights actors 

Output 1.2.1: Networking and coordination with local, regional and international NGOs and actors is established and maintained 

1.2.1.1 

Pursue 1 new 

thematic 

coalition 

membership 

(during the 3 

years) 

• 8+ active 

membershi

ps 

maintained 

• 1 new 

membershi

p pursued  

8 existing 

membership

s maintained 

 

3 new  

membership

s established 

sine 2019 

Membership maintained in the following coalitions and networks:  

The Palestinian Human Rights Organizations Council (PHROC). 

Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network (EMHRN)  

International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH) 

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights Network (ESCR Network)  

Habitat International Coalition - Housing and Land Rights Network 

Coalition for Accountability and Integrity (AMAN) 

The World Organization Against Torture (OMCT)  

The Protection Cluster (Chaired by OHCHR) 

  

In addition, Al Mezan joined three new coalition in 2019-2020: one is the The Civil Coalition for Judiciary 

Reform and Protection (ISTIQLAL), the second is the Palestinian Digital Rights Coalition (PDRC), initiated by 

7amleh - The Arab Center for the Advancement of Social Media, the third brings together a number of local 

human rights organizations in oPt, the UNDP, and the Ministry of Justice, aiming at advancing progress towards 

achievement of SDG no. 16 in Palestine. 

1.2.1.2 

Conduct 10 

meetings and 

consultations 

with local civil 

society actors.  

10+ 

meetings/ 

consultatio

ns  

12+ 

meetings/ 

consultations  

Over a dozen meetings aimed at consultation and strategizing with civil society organizations addressing human 

rights concerns relevant to the oPt, particularly concerns arising from the coronavirus outbreak, protection of 

detainees and prisoners, and independence of the judiciary. The meetings were mostly held under the umbrella of 

PHROC and ISTIQLAL. Bilaterla meetings were held with partner organizations in oPt and Israel, including 

PHR-I and Gisha to discuss joint actions with respect to new challenges facing referral patients access to medical 

care in context of corona virus outbreak and suspension of PA-Israel coordination. 

1.2.1.3 

Conduct 1 

informal 

meeting/social 

gathering with 

youth activists, 

young 

journalists and 

lawyers, etc. in 

Gaza.  

1 informal 

meeting/ 

gathering 

with youth 

1 virtual 

meeting 

Al Mezan organized some short meetings with lawyers and journalists in which discussions on the human rights 

situation in the Gaza Strip ensued, including on violations against journalists and the difficulties encountering the 

new lawyers were raised.   
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1.2.1.4 

Conduct 25 

meetings with 

UN bodies, 

INGOs and 

diplomats in 

Gaza. 

25 

meetings 

with UN 

bodies, 

INGOs and 

diplomats 

in Gaza 

108 (virtual) 

meetings 

Al Mezan’s administration held over 100 (virtual) meetings with diplomatic missions, UN agencies, and 

international NGO in Gaza  (33 diplomats, 25 UN officials, 27 EU representatives, and 23 representatives of 

international and regional organizations). Most notable meetings were: 

1. On 15 January 2020, Al Mezan Director-General met Mr. Christian Saunders, Acting UNRWA Commissioner-

General, during the latter’s visit to the Gaza Strip. The meeting discussed violations against civilian population 

and the deteriorating humanitarian conditions in the Strip as a result of the blockade policy. 

2. On 28 January 2020, a delegation from the Carter Center (that included the director of the Conflict Resolution 

Program, Mr. Hriar Balian) held a meeting with Al Mezan and PCHR in Gaza to discuss developments in the 

region, violations against civilians in the Gaza Strip, and the impact of the Israeli closure on living condition in 

Gaza. 

3. On 22 February 2020, a delegation from Augusta Victoria Hospital in Jerusalem visited Gaza and meet with Al 

Mezan to discuss the impact of tight restriction imposed on freedom of movement on the timely provision of 

health care services for referral patients. Al Mezan also provided an overview of legal aid services provided for 

referral patients and engagement with Israeli justice system to secure their access to vital medical care outside 

Gaza. 

4. On 1 July 2020, Al Mezan’s Director General met with Ayman Fteiha, the EU representative in the Gaza Strip, 

and they discussed the latest national and international developments.  

5. On 9 July 2020, Al Mezan’s Director General spoke on a webinar organized by UN Human Rights - Special 

Procedures Branch, titled “In the shadow of Covid-19: Lessons learned on civic space and public freedoms”. The 

international experts explored the nexus between civic space and pandemics against the backdrop of Covid-19. 

6. On 17 August 2020, Al Mezan’s Director General met with Niko Fritscher, German Representative Office in 

Ramallah, and Shawan Jabarin, General Director of Al-Haq organization via Zoom, and discussed the latest 

Judicial developments.  

7. On 1 September 2020, Al Mezan’s Director-General met with Ahmed al-Hussaini, Senior Security and Risk 

Management Advisor at the German Society for International Cooperation (GIZ), via Skype. They spoke about 

the role of the EU in enhancing democracy and human rights in Palestine.  

8. On 3 September 2020, Al Mezan’s Director-General met with a representative from Medico International to 

discuss the latest developments in the Gaza Strip and the human rights situation under COVID-19.  

9. On 6 September 2020, Al Mezan’s Director-General met with a number of representatives from civil society 

and human rights organizations and discussed the latest developments in the Gaza Strip and the impacts of 

COVID-19.  

10. On 7 October 2020, Al Mezan’s Director-General met with Ms. Michelle Rice and Mr. Saber al Nairab of UN 

OHCHR on Zoom to discuss the latest developments vis-à-vis the human rights and humanitarian conditions in 

the Gaza Strip.  

11. On 21 October 2020, Al Mezan’s Director-General met with the head of the Geneva Centre for Security 

Sector Governance (DCAF) in Ramallah and discussed the plans for Palestine’s National Preventive Measure 

concerning torture.  

12. On 7 December 2020, Al Mezan Director-General met EU delegation, including Ambassador Christian 

Clages of Germany and Ambassador Mr. René Troccaz of France, visiting Gaza. During the meeting, Mr. Younis 

was awarded the prestigious Franco-German Prize for Human Rights and the Rule of Law. 
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1.2.1.5 

Conduct 3 field 

visits for 

international 

delegations in 

Gaza 

3 field 

visits 
- 

No field visits implemented in the reporting period as the coronavirus outbreak led to a sharp drop in the number 

of foreign delegations visiting the Gaza Strip 

1.2.1.6 

Attend 5 

meetings with 

relevant 

networks and 

coalitions 

outside Gaza. 

5 meetings 

outside 

Gaza 

11 meetings  

1. 4 March 2020 (Geneva): ESCR-Net meeting to discuss the Network strategic engagement at the UN Human 

Rights Council. Members of ESCR-Net relayed challenges and successes of engagement within the forum of the 

Human Rights Council and identified solutions and areas for joint work.  

 

2. 13 April 2020 (virtual meeting): meeting with MENA Program Manager at the OMCT to discuss human rights 

and protection issues in Gaza in light of COVID-19 safety and preventative measures, including safeguards 

within detention and trial, and access to legal counsel.   

 

3. 13-14 May 2020 (virtual meeting): EuroMed PIP Working Group to discuss the impact of COVID-19 outbreak 

and the West Bank annexation with partner human rights organizations in the oPt, Israel and Europe. The meeting 

aimed to envisage a shared advocacy strategy with regards to the annexation plans and led to the establishment of 

a task force—to convene on a monthly basis—in order to shape the messaging of the PIP Working Group on the 

annexation. 

 

4. 18 June 2020 (virtual meeting): FIDH strategy meeting to discuss the development of a regional project on the 

fight against inequalities with MENA for the member organizations of FIDH. Al Mezan presented on the state of 

inequality as promulgated by Israel’s closure policy of Gaza and the extreme breakdown in human rights that the 

policy facilitates.   

 

5. 27 August 2020 (virtual meeting): Progressive International invited Al Mezan to join its network and to 

conduct joint initiatives in line with Al Mezan’s mandate and the aim of the network to create a progressive 

movement. This was the introductory meeting.  

 

6. 16 September 2020 (virtual meeting): Al Mezan participated in the inaugural ‘Advocacy Task Force’ meeting 

by FIDH.  

 

7. 28 September 2020 (virtual meeting): Al Mezan attended an advocacy meeting and information-sharing session 

concerning the crime of apartheid in Palestine, hosted by CIHRS.   

 

8. 6 October 2020 (virtual meeting): Al Mezan convened an expert meeting on the ICC with LPHR and Al Haq, 

also attended by independent experts.  

 

9. 20-22 October 2020 (virtual conference): Al Mezan participated in Amnesty International’s Corporate Crimes 

Retreat on the Middle East, with 85 other experts and organizations.  

 

10. 16-17 November 2020 (virtual meeting): Al Mezan participated in EuroMed Rights’ PIP Working Group 
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meeting with partners in Israel, Palestine and Europe, focusing on accountability and international justice.  

 

11. 3 December 2020 (virtual meeting): Al Mezan participated in a CIHRS organized meeting with 

international/local organizations and individuals concerning cooperation and information-sharing on business and 

human rights work in the oPt.  

1.2.1.7 

Conduct 3 

communications 

and/or meetings 

with the 

Palestinian 

diplomatic 

missions on 

human rights 

issues. 

3 meetings 

with 

Palestinian 

missions 

3 meetings 

with 

Palestinian 

missions 

• 15 January 2020 (Geneva): meeting with Dima Asfour and Rana Arrabi, Palestinian Mission to the UN, Geneva, 

about Human Rights Council updates, including revision of HRC agenda and annual schedule, and makeup of 

state membership.  

 

• 21 July 2020 (Geneva): meeting with Rana Arrabi, Palestinian Mission to the UN, Geneva, about the 

representation and interaction by states, the UN and NGOs of Palestinian issues at the Human Rights Council, 

including potential de jure annexation, the Gaza closure, and individual right to life cases.  

 

• 23 November 2020 (Geneva): meeting with Dima Asfour, Palestinian Mission to the UN, Geneva, about Human 

Rights Council and PA updates.  

Outcome 1.3:  To enhance national and international advocacy for human rights conducted by Al Mezan, advocacy actors and partners   

Output 1.3.1: National advocacy campaigning is conducted 

1.3.1.1 

Conduct at least 

2 face-the-

public meetings 

2+ face-

the-public 

meetings 

2 issues/ 

concerns of 

the public 

resolved  

In light of the restriction on large gatherings imposed under COVID-19 protection measures, Al Mezan relied on 

phone communication with key community members to solicit prominent issues facing their respective 

community, including issues arising from the lockdown. As such, two main concerns were taken to duty-bearers 

on behalf of community members: 

 

The first issue raised by multiple community members concerns inadequate sanitation services, namely 

residential waste collection, of homes placed under quarantine in refugee camps. Al Mezan reached out to 

UNRWA, the Ministry of Health and the Environment Quality Authority to tackle the issue that appears to have 

resulted from UNRWA's need for specific local protocols and guidelines to manage waste collection of 

households under quarantine. The Intervention facilitated sharing guidelines and protocols on waste collection 

and management during the pandemic as set by Palestinian authorities with UNRWA who is in charge of waste 

collection in refugee camps. Shortly thereafter, UNRWA resumed sanitation services to quarantined houses in the 

Gaza Strip’s refugee camps, starting on 8 September, with all necessary precautions taken. Further, UNRWA’s 

sanitation offices were directed to create a database of these houses and provide disinfectants and trash bags to 

their owners. 

 

The second issues was raised by community members in North Gaza district where authorities unloaded sand and 

stones to block roads leading to areas under full lockdown (COVID-19 red areas). Use of large amount of sand is 

likely to block rain water drainage system, potentially causing floods in the winter season. Al Mezan reached out 

to the mayor of North Gaza municipality to rely the residents' concerns. After deliberations, the municipality 
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gradually removed sand and stones, replacing them with concrete blocks which eliminate the risk of blocking the 

drainage system. 

1.3.1.2 
Screening of a 

film on HR 

1 film 

screening 
- 

No public film screening was held due to the outbreak but the produced film on Gaza's female farmers (Activity 

2.1.1.2) has been widely circulated in Twitter campaign marking the International Day of Rural  which reached 

thousands Twitter users. 

Output 1.3.2: International advocacy campaigning is conducted 

1.3.2.1 

Conduct 

international 

advocacy and 

campaigning 

Intl. 

advocacy 

conducted 

Intl. 

advocacy 

conducted 

International advocacy activities were adapted to make best use of available communication technology and also 

benefited from increased level of collaboration and coordination with partner human rights organizations and 

coalitions, which facilitated access to a wide audience of international actors despite the pandemic. Three 

missions to the UN Human Rights Council’s  43th,44th and 45th sessions in Geneva were carried out in the 

reporting period, bringing to the attention of the Council and its Member States the impact of COVID-19 in the 

context of Israel’s fragmentation of the Palestinian people, and the impact of Israel’s ongoing closure  on most 

vulnerable members of society amid the spread of the coronavirus to the wider population in Gaza.  

Further, Al Mezan participated in three virtual joint advocacy actions facilitated by EuroMed Rights and CIDSE 

to reach EU Member States’ representatives and decisionmakers amid the pandemic.  

1.3.2.2 

Conduct at least 

2 missions to 

Human Rights 

Council (HRC) 

2+ 

missions to 

HRC 

3 mission to 

HRC 

• Mission to the Human Rights Council 43rd session in Geneva, February-March 2020—suspended due to 

COVID-19 outbreak and later resumed in June 2020 (five joint written submission under Item 7; and five joint 

oral statements— two under Item 7, two under Item 9, and one under urgent debate on Racially Inspired Human 

Rights Violations). (http://mezan.org/en/post/23780)   

 

• Mission to the Human Rights Council 44th session in Geneva, July 2020 (one joint written submission, four 

joint oral interventions under Agenda Item 7, and one webinar (in lieu of the prohibited side events due to 

coronavirus measures)). (http://mezan.org/en/post/23780)   

 

• Mission to the Human Rights Council 45th session in Geneva, September 2020 (nine joint written and oral 

interventions led by Al Mezan and partner organizations Al-Haq, CIHRS and Palestinian Center for Human 

Rights). (http://mezan.org/en/post/23826)  

 
More details on written submission to the HRC under Activity 1.3.2.7 

More details on oral statements to the HRC under Activity 1.3.2.8 

1.3.2.3 

Conduct 1 

mission to the 

US 

1 mission 

to the US 
- Canceled due to travel restrictions arising from the coronavirus outbreak 

http://mezan.org/en/post/23780
http://mezan.org/en/post/23780
http://mezan.org/en/post/23826
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1.3.2.4 

Conduct 3 

missions to EU 

and Member 

States 

3 missions 

to EU and 

EU MSs 

3 (virtual) 

missions 

In lieu of implementing advocacy missions in person, Al Mezan participated in three virtual advocacy actions to 

reach the EU and EU MS representatives and decisionmakers.  

 

• 12 November 2020: Al Mezan spoke on a webinar with Gisha and PCHR that was organized by CIDSE and 

EuroMed Rights on the subject of accountability for Palestinians in Gaza, titled “Justice denied: 13 years of 

closure in the occupied Gaza Strip”. 36 state representatives, members of the media, and civil society 

representatives attended the webinar, including from the European Parliament. Al Mezan presented the Center’s 

experience with the Israeli judicial system, including for the Great March of Return.    

• 25 November 2020: Al Mezan briefed the Maghreb/Mashreq Working Party of the EU Council, as organized by 

the MaMa Belgian representative, concerning impunity in Israel. Thirteen representatives from EU Member 

States attended: Belgium, Sweden, France, Spain, Ireland, Portugal, Cyprus, Croatia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, 

Netherlands, Slovakia, and Bulgaria. CIDSE and EuroMed organized the briefing, and Gisha and PCHR also 

participated in briefing the attendees.  

• 26 November 2020: Al Mezan participated in a webinar organized by CIDSE and EuroMed, during which she 

spoke with the DG NEAR, Michael Miller, of the European Commission, and discussed the updates on the 

human rights situation in Gaza relating to the Israeli closure and blockade, in particular regarding patients, and 

secondly, shrinking space by both Palestinian and Israeli duty bearers.   

1.3.2.5 

Conduct at least 

2 (joint) UN 

side events 

2+ UN 

side events 
1 side-event 

• A planned joint side event with Al-Haq and other partners scheduled at the HRC 43rd session was canceled as 

the session was suspended on 13 March 2020 due to the COVID-19 outbreak. Instead partners held a three-part 

series of webinars (Al Mezan spoke at the second webinar on 15 July 2020) titled “Collective Punishment in 

Gaza: 13 Years of Illegal Closure with Impunity,” in parallel to the 44th HRC session and following the release 

of the report of the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the oPt since 1967, Prof. Michael 

Lynk, on collective punishment under agenda Item 7 of the Council. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=azLDBdrSyKo    

1.3.2.6 

Conduct at least 

4 presentations 

at European 

parliaments, 

universities 

and/or civil 

society events in 

EU/US 

4+ 

presentatio

ns/ lectures 

in EU/US  

3 (virtual) 

presentations 

During the first activity noted under Activity 1.3.2.4. Al Mezan presented to three European Parliament Members 

(or their offices) who were in attendance.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=azLDBdrSyKo
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1.3.2.7 

Submit 2 

written 

submissions to 

HRC 

2 written 

submission

s to HRC 

7 written 

submissions 

to HRC 

• Five joint written submissions at the HRC 43rd session, titled:  

(1) “Human Rights Council Must End Illegal Closure of Gaza and Ensure Accountability” under Item 2;  

(2) “Israel Entrenches its Apartheid Regime over the Palestinian People” under Item 9;  

(3) “Fulfilling the Mandate of Resolution 31/36 (2016): A Question of Credibility for the UN Human Rights 

Council” under Item 7;  

(4) “Israel’s De-Palestinianization of Jerusalem through Education” under Item 7; and  

(5) “The Systematic Use of Torture and Other Ill-Treatment Against Palestinian Detainees in Israeli Interrogation 

Centres” under Item 3. 

(All five submissions accessible at  

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1steU4EvyB6uSu42sn49l11O5op69iZ6u)  

 

• One joint written submission with Al-Haq, CIHRS, and PCHR at the HRC 44th session, titled: “Human Rights 

Council Must End Illegal Closure of Gaza as Collective Punishment” submitted under Item 7. 

(accessible at  http://mezan.org/en/uploads/files/15916863711280.pdf) 

 

• One joint written submission with Al-Haq, CIHRS and PCHR at the HRC 45th session, titled: “Gaza: 

Uninhabitable and Unnoticed as Israel’s Restrictions Tighten” submitted under Item 7. 

(https://www.mezan.org/en/uploads/files/1600157085290.pdf)    

1.3.2.8 

Conduct 2 oral 

interventions to 

HRC 

2 oral 

interventio

ns to HRC 

17 

individual/ 

joint oral 

interventions 

• Five joint oral interventions (OI) at the HRC 43rd session:  

 

(1) “43 NGOs calls to lift Israel’s illegal Gaza closure at the UN Human Rights Council”, Al Mezan delivered the 

statement on behalf of 43 NGOs under Item 7.  

Link: http://mezan.org/en/post/23757   

 

(2) “Al Mezan and Partners Join Urgent Debate on Racially Inspired Human Rights Violations, Systemic Racism, 

Police Brutality and Violence Against Peaceful Protests”, joint OI with Al-Haq under Urgent Debate on Racism, 

18 June 2020.  

Link:  http://mezan.org/en/post/23759   

 

(3) “Joint Statement Concerning UN Database ”, joint OI with CIHRS under Item 7 - General Debate, 15 June 

2020. Link: http://mezan.org/en/post/23756   

 

(4) “International Community Must Recognize and Counter Israel's Apartheid Regime”, joint OI with CIHRS 

under Item 9, 16 June 2020. Link: http://mezan.org/en/post/23758   

 

(5)”The UN and the international community must call for the dismantling of all settlements and oppose any 

annexation”, joint OI with Adalah under Item 9, 17 June 2020. 

Link:  http://mezan.org/en/post/23770    

 

• Four joint oral interventions (OI) at the HRC 44th  session:  

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1steU4EvyB6uSu42sn49l11O5op69iZ6u
http://mezan.org/en/uploads/files/15916863711280.pdf
https://www.mezan.org/en/uploads/files/1600157085290.pdf
http://mezan.org/en/post/23757
http://mezan.org/en/post/23759
http://mezan.org/en/post/23756
http://mezan.org/en/post/23758
http://mezan.org/en/post/23770
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(1) “These are the voices of Palestinian victims of Israel’s collective punishment”, joint OI with CHRIS and 

others under Item 7 – Interactive Dialogue with the SR on the oPt.  

Link: http://mezan.org/en/post/23779   

 

(2) “Al Mezan and partners address Israel’s unlawful collective punishment of the Palestinian people”, deliver by 

Al Mezan under Item 7 – Interactive Dialogue, 16 July 2020.  

Link:  http://mezan.org/en/post/23774   

 

(3) “Mother of Ahmad Erekat, who was extrajudicially executed by Israeli forces, addresses the UN Human 

Rights Council”, under Item 7 – Interactive Dialogue, 17 July 2020. 

Link: http://mezan.org/en/post/23773   

 

(4) “Israel’s policy of impunity in exercise of criminal jurisdiction”, joint OI with Adalah with under Item 7 – 

Interactive Dialogue, 20 July 2020. Link: http://mezan.org/en/post/23778   

 

• Eight individual and joint interventions (OI) at the HRC 45th session: 

 

(1) “Al Mezan alerts Human Rights Council and UN Special Rapporteur to water and sanitation crisis – Gaza” 

under Item 3 – Interactive Dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on the human rights to safe drinking water and 

sanitation, 15 September 2020.  

Link: https://www.mezan.org/en/uploads/files/1600253696444.pdf   

 

(2) “Al Mezan and partners call on states to immediately lift illegal Gaza closure”, joint OI with Al Haq and 

CIHRS and Women's Centre for Legal Aid and Counseling (WCLAC), under Item 7 – General Debate, 30 

September 2020.  

Link https://www.mezan.org/en/post/23813  

 

(3) “At Human Rights Council 45: civil society calls for rights of thousands of Gaza patients to adequate medical 

care amidst closure restrictions”, joint OI with Al Haq, DCIP, CIHRS, under Item 7 – General Debate, 30 

September 2020.  

Link: http://mezan.org/en/post/23819  

 

(4) “Civil society urges states to support the annual update of the UN database of business enterprises involved in 

illegal settlement activities in the oPt and the work of OHCHR”, joint OI with CIHRS, Al Haq , WCLAC), 

Conectas Direitos Humanos, ISHR.Organizations without ECOSOC status supporting the statement: Ramallah 

Center for Human Rights Studies (RCHRS), Addameer, Center for Defense of Liberties and Civil Rights 

(Hurryyat), Al Dameer, Jerusalem Legal Aid and Human Rights Center (JLAC), CNCD-11.11.11, 11.11.11. 

Under Item 7, 30 September 2020.  

Link: http://mezan.org/en/post/23823  

 

(5) “Civil society voice support for human rights defender Salah Hammouri at UN Human Rights Council”, joint 

http://mezan.org/en/post/23779
http://mezan.org/en/post/23774
http://mezan.org/en/post/23773
http://mezan.org/en/post/23778
https://www.mezan.org/en/uploads/files/1600253696444.pdf
https://www.mezan.org/en/post/23813
http://mezan.org/en/post/23819
http://mezan.org/en/post/23823
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OI with 56 organizations, under Item 7 on 30 September 2020.  

Link: http://mezan.org/en/post/23818   

 

(6) “Al Mezan welcomes Secretary General’s report addressing attacks against Al Mezan and civil society critical 

of Israeli practices that violate international law”, joint OI with Al Haq and CIHRS, under Item 5 – Interactive 

Dialogue, 1 October 2020.  

Link: https://www.mezan.org/en/post/23814   

 

(7) “Civil society joins Al Mezan in calling on Human Rights Council to recognize and address Israeli apartheid”, 

joint with Al Haq, WCLAC and CIHRS, under Item 9, 1 October 2020.  

Link: https://www.mezan.org/en/post/23815   

 

(8) “Al Mezan joins civil society statement on Israeli apartheid under item 9, Human Rights Council session 45”, 

joint OI with Cairo Institute for Human Rights Studies (CIHRS), Al-Haq, WCLAC, Human Rights and 

Democracy Media Center "SHAMS", the International Service for Human Rights (ISHR) and organizations 

without ECOSOC status supporting the statement: The Applied Research Institute – Jerusalem (ARIJ), and the 

Palestinian NGO Network (PNGO). The statement was made under Item 9, 1 October 2020.  

Link: http://mezan.org/en/post/23824    

1.3.2.9 

Conduct 1 

briefing to EU 

bodies 

1 briefing 

to EU 

3 virtual 

briefings 

• 12 November 2020: Al Mezan spoke on a webinar with Gisha and PCHR that was organized by CIDSE and 

EuroMed Rights on the subject of accountability for Palestinians in Gaza, titled “Justice denied: 13 years of 

closure in the occupied Gaza Strip”. Three offices of European Parliament Members were in attendance. Al 

Mezan presented the Center’s experience with the Israeli judicial system, including for the Great March of 

Return.   

 

• 25 November 2020: Al Mezan briefed the Maghreb/Mashreq Working Party of the EU Council, as organized by 

the MaMa Belgian representative, concerning impunity in Israel. Thirteen representatives from EU Member 

States attended: Belgium, Sweden, France, Spain, Ireland, Portugal, Cyprus, Croatia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, 

Netherlands, Slovakia, and Bulgaria. CIDSE and EuroMed organized the briefing, and Gisha and PCHR also 

participated in briefing the attendees.  

 

• 26 November 2020: Al Mezan participated in a webinar organized by CIDSE and EuroMed, during which she 

spoke with the DG NEAR, Michael Miller, of the European Commission, and discussed the updates on the 

human rights situation in Gaza relating to the Israeli closure and blockade, in particular regarding patients, and 

secondly, shrinking space by both Palestinian and Israeli duty bearers.  

 

  

http://mezan.org/en/post/23818
https://www.mezan.org/en/post/23814
https://www.mezan.org/en/post/23815
http://mezan.org/en/post/23824
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II. Promotion Program 

Objective: To contribute to the promotion of human rights and democracy in the oPt, especially in the Gaza Strip. 

Activity 

no. 
planned activities 

 Planned 

indicators/ 

targets 

Achieved 

targets 
Implemented Activities  

Outcome 2.1: To contribute to literature and knowledge of Human Rights in the oPt   

Output 2.1.1: Human rights resources, information and knowledge are disseminated 

2.1.1.1 

Add at least 50 new 

titles and resources 

to Al Mezan library 

50+ new 

titles 

98 new 

titles added 

98 books and periodicals were purchased and added to the library, in addition to 20 books/periodical and one 

thesis that were gifted to the library in the reporting period. 

697 university students, researchers, and lawyers benefited from library services and borrowed a total of 1,600 

books.  

2.1.1.2 

Produce a short 

film on HR/IHL 

issues (with English 

subtitles) 

1 short 

film 

1 film and 

9 short 

videos 

produced 

One short film on female farmers in Gaza produced and launched on the International Day of Rural Women 

http://mezan.org/post/30978   

 

Additionally, 9 short videos were produced (with sign language) to raise awareness of proper measures for 

protections against the coronavirus outbreak 

https://www.facebook.com/MezanCenter/videos/775798539837005/   

2.1.1.3 

Issue 3 short reports 

and 2 factsheets on 

specialized HR 

issues and resources 

(including ESCR, 

in Arabic and 

English) 

3 short 

reports, 2 

factsheets 

5 report 

and 4 

factsheets 

published 

1.Report on Impact of the Deteriorating Economic Conditions in the Gaza Strip on Palestinians’ Access to 

Higher Education (available at http://mezan.org/post/29837): 

The report sheds light on the status of higher education, especially the conditions of students and institutions of 

higher education in light of fiscal constraints, by examining statistics issued by the Ministry of Education and 

Higher Education, interviews with specialists in the field, and analysis of data shared with Al Mezan by private, 

public, and non-profit universities in the Gaza Strip. 

 

2. Report on Restrictions on freedom of expression on social media networks  

(available at http://mezan.org/post/29915): 

The report outlines regulations set forth in domestic laws and international instruments on the subject matter, and 

discusses breaches of Palestinian and Israeli authorities, as well as other relevant actors, against the right of 

freedom of expression on online platforms over the past five years with respect to the oPt. 

 

3. Report on the State of economic, social and cultural rights in the Gaza Strip in 2019 (available at  

http://mezan.org/post/30905): 

The report details the effect of Israeli blockade and the Palestinian political division on health care sector, 

housing, food security, education national economy, unemployment and energy in the Gaza Strip. The facts and 

http://mezan.org/post/30978
https://www.facebook.com/MezanCenter/videos/775798539837005/
http://mezan.org/post/29837
http://mezan.org/post/29915
http://mezan.org/post/30905
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Figures supporting the report’s findings were based on information and interview conducted by Al Mezan with 

officials from: Ministry of Health, Ministry of Labor, Ministry of Education, Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of 

Housing and Public Works; the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, and the World Bank. 

 

4. Report on the Torture and abuse of children fleeing Gaza's humanitarian catastrophe 

(available at http://mezan.org/en/post/23840): 

 The report looks at the alarmingly systematic use of torture and abuse against children who are trying to flee the 

catastrophic conditions of the Gaza Strip by undertaking dangerous routes out of the Strip in search of better 

living conditions and the chance at a dignified life. The report focuses on the arrest of these children, in particular 

91 child victims who tried to cross the perimeter fence into Israel between 2015-2019. 

 

5.Report on Challenges facing Gaza municipalities amid the COVID-19 outbreak  

(available at http://mezan.org/post/30458): 

The report utilized first hand data collection methods (surveys and interviews) to collate information on the 25 

localities in the Gaza Strip in order to examine the level of service provision across the strip in light of the 

funding crisis experienced by municipalities, and new demands to ramp up and optimize certain service to combat 

the risk of COVID-19 outbreak.  

 

6. Fact sheet on the Situation of Rural Women in the Gaza Strip 

(available at http://mezan.org/en/post/23830): 

This fact sheet highlights the key role that women play in rural development, as well as the increasing challenges 

that they face, including the deterioration of living conditions due to high rates of poverty. The fact sheet 

concludes with a number of recommendations and calls for Palestinian duty-bearers and the international 

community to take action. 

 

7.Factsheet on Disposal of solid and liquid waste of COVID-19 quarantine centers in the Gaza Strip  

(available at http://mezan.org/post/30550):  

The factsheet examines the health risks posed by potentially improper treatment of waste produced in COVID-19 

quarantine centers in the Gaza Strip and provides information on the current volume of quarantine centers’ liquid 

and solid waste that local authorities are currently managing, and mechanisms put in place to process it. 

 

8. Fact sheet on the Pandemic’s Impact on Daily-wage Laborers in the Gaza Strip 

(available at http://mezan.org/en/post/23816): 

The fact sheet sheds light on the pandemic’s impact on daily-wage laborers in Gaza, particularly the mandatory 

lockdown imposed in August 2020 to curb the  spread  of  the  coronavirus.  The  lockdown  and  ensuing  curfew  

confined  breadwinners  to  their houses, which further compromised their means of subsistence and triggered 

even more economic turmoil. The fact sheet presents a number of recommendations that could enhance their 

resilience in the face of these unprecedented circumstances. 

 

9. Fact sheet on Water Shortage in the Gaza Strip Amid COVID-19 Outbreak 

(available at http://mezan.org/en/post/23794): 

http://mezan.org/en/post/23840
http://mezan.org/post/30458
http://mezan.org/en/post/23830
http://mezan.org/post/30550
http://mezan.org/en/post/23816
http://mezan.org/en/post/23794
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This fact sheet addresses the deteriorating living conditions in the Gaza Strip as a result of Israel’s 14-year 

blockade and recent punitive measures, notably the ban on fuel entry to the Strip, and their repercussions on the 

provision of municipal services, particularly water and sanitation. In addition, the fact sheet sheds light on the 

struggle of low-income families to access alternative sources of water to offset the intermittent supply of 

municipal water amid a full lockdown imposed on Gaza to fight the spread of COVID-19, which further 

exacerbated these families’ financial troubles.   

2.1.1.4 

Design and print 2 

posters on various 

HR issues and 

resources 

(particularly ESCR, 

in Arabic and 

English, 500 copies 

each). 

2 posters - 
No posters were printed in the reporting period as the children's human rights art competition was canceled due 

the coronavirus outbreak 

2.1.1.5 

Design and print at 

least 4 pamphlets, 

infographics, 

leaflets, etc. on HR 

and IHL 

4+ 

pamphlets, 

infographi

cs and 

leaflets 

12 

infographi

cs 

Dozens of infographics on protecting measures against covid-19 were produced and posted on Al Mezan's social 

media account a midst the full lockdown in September 2020 

2.1.1.6 

Add at least 100 

new posts about HR 

on available social 

media channels/ 

outlets (website, 

Facebook, Twitter 

and YouTube – in 

Arabic and English) 

100+ 

postings 

120+ 

postings 

 Over 120 posts (press releasees, reports, letters and appeals) were posted on both Arabic and English websites as 

well as social media platforms in the second half of 2020. 

- Over 95,000  unique users visited Al Mezan Arabic and English websites in 2020. 

- Al Mezan Facebook followers crossed 9,000 and Twitter feeds reached 6,000 tweets, with over 3,300 followers 

by the end of 2020. 

2.1.1.7 

Conduct at least 12 

media appearances 

(Radio and/or TV) 

12+ media 

appearance

s 

190+ 

media 

appearance

s 

conducted 

• The Director-General made 28 media appearances (18 on local/satellite TV stations, 2 in short 

films/documentaries, 4 on radio stations, and 4 with journalists writing for newspapers or international media 

outlets) to discuss closure, restrictions on movements, practically their impact on referral patients, overburdened 

health sector amid COVID-19 outbreak, accountability, and elections. 

• Al Mezan’s Program Director made over 80  media appearances (39 on local/satellite TV stations, including 

Sky News, 23 interviews on radio stations, and 20 with journalists writing for newspaper, including Haaretz and 

the Associated Press). 

• Researchers conducted 42 media appearances (12 on local/satellite TV stations, 14 on local radio stations, and 

16 with journalists writing for local newspapers and/or news websites) to discuss a wide range of topics related to 

ESCR in Gaza, including power and water shortages, residential waste collection, and struggle of daily-wage 

laborers amidst the coronavirus outbreak and recurring lockdowns.   
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• Lawyer conducted 54 media appearances (30 on local/satellite TV stations, 19 on local radio stations, and 5 with 

journalists writing for newspapers and/or news websites) to provide legal perspective and discuss the center’s 

legal intervention.  

Output 2.1.2: Information on IHRL and IHL and violations in the oPt are disseminated locally and internationally (English/Arabic) 

2.1.2.1 

Issue at least 50 

press releases, 

letters, appeals and 

statements on HR 

and IHL 

violations/risks (in 

Arabic and 

English). 

50+ press 

releases, 

letters, 

appeals 

and 

statements  

96 press 

releases, 

letters, 

appeals 

and 

statements  

80 Arabic/English press releases and 16 joint statements/appeals were published online and disseminated to a 

mailing list of over 700 contacts, including diplomatic missions, media organizations, and NGOs.  The press 

releases addressed violations to human rights perpetrated by Israeli forces and Palestinian actors.   

2.1.2.2   

Issue 12 monthly 

statistical reports on 

Israeli violations. 

12 monthly 

reports 

(IL) 

12 monthly 

statistical 

reports 

12 monthly statistical updates on violations of IHL/IHRL committed by Israeli authorities in the Gaza Strip, 

including the ARA (buffer zone and Gaza Sea). 

(available at http://mezan.org/en/post/23684) 

 

12 monthly statistical updates on grave violations against children in line with Monitoring and Reporting 

Mechanism established under UN resolution 1612 on children and armed conflict. 

(available at  http://mezan.org/en/post/23844) 

2.1.2.3 

Issue 1 semi-annual 

and 1 annual report 

on Israeli 

violations. 

1 semi-

annual, 1 

annual (IL) 

4 semi-

annual, 4 

annual 

reports, 

and 3 

thematic 

reports 

Periodical Reports 

July 2020:  

• Semi-annual report on IHL/IHRL violations in the Gaza Strip in 2020. 

(available at http://www.mezan.org/post/30614 )  

• Semi-annual report on the Israeli violations in the territorial part of the Access Restricted Area (buffer zone) in 

2020. 

(available at http://www.mezan.org/post/30588 )  

• Semi-annual report on the Israeli violations in the naval part of the Access Restricted Area (Gaza Sea) in 2020. 

(available at http://www.mezan.org/post/30584 )  

• Semi-annual report on grave violations against children in the Gaza Strip in 2020 — in line with the Monitoring 

and Reporting Mechanism established by UN resolution no. 1612 

(available at http://www.mezan.org/post/30583 )  

 

January 2020:  

• Annual report on IHL/IHRL violations in the Gaza Strip in 2019. 

(available at  http://mezan.org/post/29858 ) 

• Annual report on the Israeli violations in the territorial part of the Access Restricted Area (buffer zone) in 2019. 

(available at  http://mezan.org/post/29781 ) 

• Annual report on the Israeli violations in the naval part of the Access Restricted Area (Gaza Sea) in 2019. 

http://mezan.org/en/post/23684
http://mezan.org/en/post/23844
http://www.mezan.org/post/30614
http://www.mezan.org/post/30588
http://www.mezan.org/post/30584
http://www.mezan.org/post/30583
http://mezan.org/post/29858
http://mezan.org/post/29781
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(available at  http://mezan.org/post/29765 )  

• Annual report on grave violations against children in the Gaza Strip in 2019 — in line with the Monitoring and 

Reporting Mechanism established by UN resolution no. 1612 

(available at  http://mezan.org/post/29764 ) 

 

 

Thematic Reports 

• Chronic Impunity: Gaza’s Health Sector Under Repeated Attacks  

In the report, Al Mezan, MAP, and LPHR provide updates to six emblematic cases of attacks on healthcare in 

2014 and highlight how Israel’s military investigations have uniformly failed to provide legal accountability for 

perpetrators and justice for victims. 

(available at  http://mezan.org/en/post/23711 ) 

 

• Two years of GMR protest. 

The report examines the Israeli forces’ conduct toward Palestinian protesters who have been participating in the 

“Great March of Return” (GMR) demonstrations in the Gaza Strip since 30 March 2018. 

(available at  http://mezan.org/post/30165 ) 

 

• Attacks on Children at the "Great March of Return” Demonstrations 

The report addresses the Israeli military’s violation against child in the context of the Great March of Return 

(GMR) on its two-year anniversary. 

(available at  http://mezan.org/post/30175 ) 

2.1.2.4 

Issue 3 position 

papers on patterns 

of violations/risks 

and policy issues 

affecting HR and 

IHL. 

3 position 

papers 

2 position 

papers 

Al Mezan issued a position paper discussing provision of services to people held in COVID-19 quarantine centers 

in the Gaza Strip vis-à-vis the right to health. The paper put forward a number of recommendations to competent 

authorities stressing that the dignity of individuals and families must be at the center of the authorities’ approach, 

and maintaining that the lack of resources available to the ministries to manage this crisis does not warrant 

discrimination or negligence. http://www.mezan.org/en/post/23704    

 

One position paper on the Independence of the Judiciary issued jointly with 14 other Palestinian human rights 

organizations in November 2020 

 (available in Arabic at http://www.mezan.org/post/30729 ) 

2.1.2.5 

Issue 12 monthly 

statistical reports on 

local authorities’ 

violations. 

12 monthly 

reports 

(PS) 

12 monthly 

statistical 

reports 

12 monthly statistical updates on documented incidents of violence emanating from Palestinian actors in the Gaza 

Strip published online. 

(available at  http://mezan.org/en/post/23750 ) 

http://mezan.org/post/29765
http://mezan.org/post/29764
http://mezan.org/en/post/23711
http://mezan.org/post/30165
http://mezan.org/post/30175
http://www.mezan.org/en/post/23704
http://www.mezan.org/post/30729
http://mezan.org/en/post/23750
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2.1.2.6 

Issue 1 semi-annual 

and 1 annual report 

on local authorities’ 

violations. 

1 semi-

annual, 1 

annual 

(PS) 

1 semi-

annual, 1 

annual 

reports 

January 2020: Annual report on incidents of violence instigated by Palestinian actors, including the de facto 

authorities, in the Gaza Strip in 2019. 

(available at http://mezan.org/post/29809 )  

 

July 2020:  Semi-annual report on incidents of violence instigated by Palestinian actors, including the de facto 

authorities, in the Gaza Strip in 2020. 

(available at http://www.mezan.org/post/30600 ) 

Outcome 2.2: To increase awareness of Human Rights at the local community, partners’/actors’ and policy/decision makers’ levels    

Output 2.2.1: Awareness and sensitization of human rights and IHL are raised 

2.2.1.1 

Implement a six-

month training 

course for at least 

25 young lawyers 

(50% females). 

25+ young 

lawyers 

32 young 

lawyers 

(including 

16 

females) 

A 150-hour training course for 32 young lawyers, including 16 female lawyers, was conducted from July to 

December 2020.  The training program covered a range of specialized topics, including Palestinian law, human 

rights and international conventions, and international humanitarian law, with sessions delivered by Palestinian 

law experts as well as Arab law experts from the Arab Organization for Human Rights and the Tunisian Court of 

Appeal, which added to the training a diversity of experiences and new and specialized topics that were presented 

for the first time during the training.  [ http://mezan.org/post/31181 ] 

2.2.1.2 

Implement seven 

training/awareness 

courses for 150 

persons, including 2 

trainings for 25 

university students 

of ‘Pass-the-Word’ 

(50% females). 

 150+ 

individuals 

– incl. 25 

university 

students (7 

groups) 

214 

individuals 

(including 

108) 

Al Mezan implemented nine training courses for 214 beneficiaries (108 females) as follows:  

• 9-17 February 2020: two trainings on basic human rights and IHL principles in addition to session-moderation 

skills for university students of “Pass-the-Word”. The students were undergraduates at  Al-Azhar University, the 

Islamic University of Gaza, Al-Aqsa University, University of Palestine, and Israa University. 

• 7-9 June 2020: a training, titled “Introduction to Human Rights and the Right to Freedom of Opinion and 

Expression” for a group of activists.  

• 15-17 June 2020: a training course on human rights, IHL, and monitoring and documentation mechanisms for 

university graduates. 

• 15-17 June 2020: a training course on human rights, IHL, and monitoring and documentation mechanisms for 

professionals from al-Taghreed Organization for Culture and Development. 

• 29 June – 1 July 2020: a training course on human rights, international law, and monitoring and documentation 

mechanisms was implemented. The training targeted lawyers and university graduates.  

[http://mezan.org/post/30586] 

• 18 November – 16 December 2020: a 10-day training course was implemented. The course was held virtually 

via Zoom and targeted journalists and social media activists. Each session lasted three hours. 

[http://mezan.org/post/31203 ] 

• 27-31 December 2020: a training course on human rights and IHL was implemented. The course was held 

virtually via Zoom and targeted 27 lawyers and graduates ( ten females). [http://mezan.org/post/31253 ] 

http://mezan.org/post/29809
http://www.mezan.org/post/30600
http://mezan.org/post/31181
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2.2.1.3 

Supervise at least 20 

awareness sessions 

to be delivered by 

university students 

(see 2.2.1.2) for 300 

peer students on 

campuses (50% 

females). 

300+ 

university 

students 

(‘Peer 

Education’

) 

308 

university 

students 

(including 

163 

females) 

In the second phase of Pass-the-Word program: University students who successfully finished the first phase 

conducted 110 awareness-raising sessions to 308 of their peers (163 females and 145 males) in local universities.  

The topics of the sessions included: HR/IHL, ESCR, democracy and the rule of law and International 

mechanisms for protecting human rights.  

2.2.1.4 

Conduct 10 

awareness/training 

workshops on 

various HR and 

IHL issues and 

skills (with focus 

on ESCR) for 

vulnerable groups, 

CSOs, journalists 

and social media 

activists among 

others (20 each, 

50% females). 

 200+ 

vulnerable 

individuals 

403 

individuals 

(including 

251 

females) 

Al Mezan implemented 18 workshops for 403 beneficiaries (including 251 females) as follows: 

• 12 January 2020: awareness-raising sessions for 25 farmers (including 5 female farmers) from the North Gaza 

district on their rights and the obligations of the armed forces of the occupying power towards civilians in 

situations of conflict, and available legal remedies for redress. They also received advice on available 

rehabilitation services for trauma sustained during arrest/detention from a mental health specialist. 

•20 February 2020: a training workshop on children’s rights for women. 

•24 February 2020: a training workshop on bullying for parents. 

• 12 April 2020: virtual session (via Zoom) held for 12 authors (including six women) on their rights to 

intellectual property and freedom of expression in the context of the Palestinian Cybercrime Law and Print and 

Publication Law. 

• 21 April 2020: virtual session (via Zoom) held for 12 female professionals of Palestinian CBOs on restrictions 

on basic freedoms in the context of the state of emergency decreed in response to COVID-19 outbreak.   

•21 April 2020: a workshop on human rights and press release writing on relevant issues for medical students in 

the Gaza Strip and the West Bank. 

• 23 April 2020:  virtual session (via Zoom) held for 15 staff members and volunteers of Al-Walid Association on 

right to health in light of the COVID-19 outbreak and the state of emergency. 

• 29 April 2020: remote session (via Zoom) held for 10 staff members (including three women) of Jabalia 

Association for Rehabilitation on rights of people with disabilities in light of the state of emergency, including 

those temporarily residing in quarantine centers. 

• 30 April 2020: an interactive workshop (via Zoom) with 32 men and 18 women participants, including lawyers, 

human rights defenders, and college students.  

• 9 June 2020: an awareness-raising workshop on the right to intellectual property held in  Jabalia for 18 female 

young authors. 

•9 June 2020: a public meeting on international accountability attended by prominent public figures from Khan 

Younis.  
• 16 June 2020: workshop for 15 female farmers in rural communities on protection of civilians in armed conflicts 

held in  Beit Hanoun in the North Gaza.  

• 17 June 2020: workshop for 20 female farmers on protection of civilians in armed conflicts held at the Eastern 

Association for Agriculture and Development in Abassan, Kahn Younis. 

1 July 2020: Al Mezan conducted a workshop on violence against women for 15 women in Rafah. 

[http://mezan.org/post/30585] 

5 November 2020: Al Mezan conducted a two-hour session on children’s rights during the pandemic. The session 

targeted nine women and was held virtually via Zoom, in coordination with Qattan Center for the Child.  
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11 and 16 November 2020: Al Mezan conducted two workshops on protection and rehabilitation of farmers 

victim of human rights and IHL violations in Gaza. The workshop targeted professionals from CSOs operating in 

the access-restricted areas (ARA). [ http://mezan.org/post/31176 ] 

31 December 2020: a workshop was conducted for 20 women on IHL and women protection. 

[http://mezan.org/post/31254] 

2.2.1.5 

Conduct at least 30 

awareness 

sessions/lectures on 

various HR issues 

for school students 

(20 each, 50% 

females). 

 600+ 

school 

students 

61 children 

Only two awareness lectures were conducted for 61 students (29 females) and three teachers. No sessions foe 

children were held after mid-March 2020 neither at schools nor at Al Mezan's library due to the coronavirus 

outbreak.   

2.2.1.6 

Conduct 1 art 

competition on HR 

(particularly child 

rights) engaging 

3000 school 

students  

1 art 

competitio

n (3000 

school 

students) 

- Cancelled following a ban on large gathering in Gaza due to the coronavirus outbreak 

2.2.1.7 

Conduct 1-day 

workshop for law 

professionals, 

judges and human 

rights defenders on 

legal review of 

legislation (linked 

to 1.1.2.6) 

representatives of 

relevant NGOs, and 

civil society actors 

and stakeholders 

(25 participants, 

50% females) 

25+ 

individuals 

28 

individuals 

On 12 August 2020, Al Mezan conducted a workshop on to discuss the center's legislation review of Palestinian 

law no. 3 of 2019 on alternative punishment (non-custodial sentencing) with 28 participants including law 

professionals, civil society actors, and other stakeholders.  [ https://www.mezan.org/post/30728 ] 

In follow-up, Al Mezan communicated the workshop’s conclusions and recommendations to the Secretary 

General of the Legislative Council, President of the High Judicial Council, and to the Attorney General in Gaza.   

https://www.mezan.org/post/30728
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2.2.1.8 

Issue at least 2 

working papers to 

be presented in 

workshops with 

relevant 

NGOs/CBOs and 

civil society actors 

on various HR 

issues with focus on 

ESCR and HRBA 

(Human Rights 

Based Approach). 

 2+ 

working 

papers 

2 working 

papers 

In February 2020, Al Mezan presented a working paper on how aerial spraying of herbicides in the Gaza Strip 

constitute a breach of human rights, including right to health, before at a workshop organized by Union of Health 

Work Committees. 

 

In March 2020, a paper on the right to education in the Gaza Strip was presented at a conference in held in Gaza, 

organized by PNGO Network and UNICEF. Al Mezan’s paper briefly discussed the right to education as 

stipulated in international treaties, and focuses on forms of violations and challenges hampering the right to 

education in oPt, particularly in the Gaza Strip.  

2.2.1.9 

Conduct 

recreational and 

activities to 

children 

traumatized/affecte

d by HR violations 

supervised by 

MHPSS experts 

30+ 

children  
60 families 

Summer camp for children from marginalized communities was cancelled due to the coronavirus outbreak in 

Gaza. The allocated resources were utilized to distribute supply kits (including facemasks, hand sanitizers, 

cleaning materials, etc.), toys and educational material to help 60 families with children in marginalized 

communities to better cope with the COVID-19 outbreak. 

Output 2.2.2: Technical assistance and deliberation over IHRL and IHL issued (with focus on ESCR) are conducted 

2.2.2.1 

Conduct 2 

awareness and 

technical assistance 

workshops with 

relevant 

practitioners on 

ESCR issues raised 

by reports and 

factsheets. 

 2 

workshops 

(technical 

assistance) 

2 

workshops  

• Al Mezan presented findings of its report on the impact of the deteriorating economic conditions in the Gaza 

Strip on Palestinians’ access to higher education to a specialized workshop held in Gaza in January 2020 whose 

participants included representatives of private and public educational institutions, academics, donors. The 

report’s finding were also presented at the Right to Education Conference held in March 2020 in the Gaza Strip. [ 

http://www.mezan.org/post/29836 ] 

 

• In May 2020, Al Mezan held a virtual workshop (via Zoom) which brought together representatives of 

localities, mayors and humanitarian organizations to present findings put forward in the report on “the challenges 

facing Gaza municipalities amid the COVID-19 outbreak” (Activity 2.1.1.3). [ http://mezan.org/post/30387 ] 

2.2.2.2 

Conduct 1 

roundtable with 

relevant 

stakeholders and 

actors on the 

judiciary system 

and/or the 

reunification of 

Palestinian 

judiciary 

1 

roundtable 

on the 

judiciary 

- 

Al Mezan is taking part in periodical meetings organized by the Civil Coalition for the Reform and Protection of 

the Judiciary, which was established in 2018 and brings together relevant civil society organizations from both 

Gaza and the WB. In 2019, the coalition launched an initiative of social oversight on court proceedings in Gaza 

and the WB in order to identify shortcomings and propose plans thereafter aiming at reforming and unifying the 

judiciary. In November 2020, the findings of the conducted oversight on court proceedings was published, putting 

forward a list of recommendations to  the legislature, the High Judicial Council and courts. 

http://www.mezan.org/post/29836
http://mezan.org/post/30387
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Output 2.2.3: Human rights related national and international emblematic occasions are observed and celebrated by Al Mezan and the civil society actors 

2.2.3.1 

Celebrate at least 5 

national and 

international HR 

days/occasions 

(including Human 

Rights Day on 10 

December, linked 

to 2.2.1.6) though 

activating social 

media spaces 

(Facebook pages, 

groups, events 

and/or hashtags). 

• 5+ 

celebration

s 

• 5+ social 

media 

spaces 

1 blog 

created, 1 

article, 2 

twitter 

storms, 1 

gallery, 1 

video, 2 

factsheets, 

1 PR 

 

• Joint campaign (Gaza 2020 — Lift the Closure!) with Al-Haq, MAP, and PCHR whereby a blog and regular 

twitter storms where maintained jointly with partners to raise issues emanating from 13 years of illegal closure. 

• Joint twitter campaign with Al-Haq, PCHR, and Al-Dameer  calling on the ICC to recognize the oPt as being 

within the Court’s jurisdiction. 

• Al Mezan drafted an article for EuroMed Rights website on impact of aerial spraying of herbicides along the 

perimeter fence on Palestinian farmers in the ARA. The article was published on Earth Day, April 2020. 

 

On 15 October 2020, the International Day for Rural Women, Al Mezan published an online photo gallery 

displaying the pictures of rural women at Al Mezan’s web page, a fact sheet addressing rural women’s situation 

in the Gaza Strip and a small video screening some interviews with rural women. In addition, a twitter campaign 

was launched by media activists cooperating with Al Mezan using the hashtag #ruralwomen, and our posts 

reached over seventeen thousand users on Twitter.  

Link to the gallery:  http://mezan.org/post/30973  

Link to the video: http://mezan.org/post/30978  

Link to the fact sheet: http://mezan.org/en/post/23830  

 

On 20 November 2020, Al Mezan published a report marking the World's Children Day, available at 

http://mezan.org/post/31084  

 

Press releases marking the World Day against the Death Penalty, Human Rights Day, and the International Day 

of Solidarity with the Palestinian People were also issued and circulated in the reporting period. 

2.2.3.2 

Conduct a reception 

on the World Press 

Freedom Day (3 

May) in 

cooperation with 

CSOs promoting 

free expression 

1 reception 
1 virtual 

meeting 

In light of the COVID-19 outbreak, Al Mezan held an online workshop in lieu of a reception for journalists and 

activists. The workshop, held online via Zoom on 6 May 2020, brought together 35 journalists, activists and 

human rights defenders to mainly discuss the right to freedom of expression amid the state of emergency decreed 

in response to COVID-19 outbreak in the oPt. The workshop was organized in collaboration with Birzeit 

University’s Media Development Center and Filastiniyat Organization. 
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III. Capacity Building Program 

Overall Objective: To enhance the organizational and staff capacity of Al Mezan 

Activity 

no. 
planned activities Annual targets  Implemented Activities  

Outcome 3.1: To further enhance strategies, human resources, fundraising and infrastructure 

Output 3.1.1: Strategies assessed and incorporated 

3.1.1.1 

Follow up on 

implementation and 

monitoring of 

strategies (including 

SP, HRD, FR and 

CAS) 

Implemented 

and monitored 

strategies 

implementation of 2018-2020 strategy completed and underwent through evaluation facilitated by a local 

consultant. External evaluation report finalized and its observation and recommendations were taken into account 

to design the Center's new strategy 2021-2023 

3.1.1.2 

Develop 2021 action 

plan and master 

budget 

Action plan developed and shared with donors,  BoD and staff for monitoring and to initiate implementation. 

Output 3.1.2: Human Resources are continuously developed 

 Capacity building activities attended in the reporting period: 

 

• Shadow Reporting  to UN CAT 

Two lawyers attended one-day training organized by Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights in Gaza in April 2020 (via Zoom) on submission of 

shadow reports to the UN Committee against Torture. 

 

• Research and Practice in Health and Human Rights 

International Advocacy Officer attended online training course on 12-20 October 2020 organized by The Lancet Palestinian Health Alliance (LPHA) in collaboration 

with The Institute of Community and Public Health, Birzeit University (ICPH/BZU), The World Health Organization (WHO), and The United Nations Population 

Fund (UNFPA). The course discussed the United Nations and international laws and conventions related to the right to health; the relationship between health and 

human rights in theory and practice; a conceptual framework for the right to health and determinants of the health; human rights violations and their health impact in  

Palestine; and local activism and litigation to promote health and human rights.  

 

• Social Media Campaigns  

Al Mezan information officer attended two online trainings organized by the Independent Commission for Human Rights  (in August 2020) and 7amleh-The Arab 

Center for the Advancement of Social Media (in November 2020) on use of online design tools for content creation and social media campaigns.  

Output 3.1.4: Information systems, computing and office equipment, furniture and infrastructure are continuously upgraded 
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3.1.4.1 

Develop Al Mezan 

Emergency 

Preparedness Plan 

(EPP) for (2018-

2020) developed 

Upgraded 

systems and 

equipment 

Training for staff on emergency preparedness was conducted in 2018. A contingency plan was agreed upon with 

the Protection Cluster in 2019 covering monitoring and documentation as well as legal services both in limited-

scale and large-scale military escalations. However, there remains a need for an official EEP document specific 

to Al Mezan to be developed. 

3.1.4.2 

Train at least 2 key 

staff in safety and 

security of Human 

Rights Defendants, 

externally for 6 days 

Completed in 2018. 

3.1.4.3 

Assess the needs for 

information systems 

and security upgrade 

Needs had been assessed and a project grant was secured to finance the required upgrades in 2019. 

3.1.4.4 

Supply and install 

assessed information 

systems and security 

upgrades 

Procurement of upgrades completed and installation of over 90% of purchased equipment has been complete by 

mid-2019.  The remaining 10% entails the installation of a backup system which has been delayed as securing its 

entry to Gaza has taken longer than expected. 

3.1.4.5 

Assess the needs for 

office equipment and 

furniture upgrade 

Needs assessed and certain upgrades related to security of the premise and installment of solar energy were 

scheduled for 2019. 

3.1.4.6 

Supply and install 

assessed office 

equipment and 

furniture 

Procurement of upgrades completed and installation of new doors and solar energy system completed in 2019. 

Additional expansions of the solar-energy system has been completed in December 2020. 
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